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FIRST LETTER
=23
TO

THE FREEHOLDERS
OF

THE COUNTY OF YORK,

ON NEGRO SLAVERY:
BEING

AN INQUIRY INTO THE CLAIMS OF THE
WEST INDIANS
FOR

EQUITABLE COMPENSATION.

BY THE

RIGHT HON.

R.

WILMOT HORTON.

by no means intended to attribute the existence and continuance of this
most opprobrious system to our Colonists exclusively. On the contrary, the
guilt and shame arising from it belong in perhaps an equal degree to the
People and Parliament of this country.
The Colonists say that they shall sustain a great actual loss by this proposed
change of system. If so, they will of course have an opportunity of preferring and establishing their claim to Indemnity.
Repoht of the AntiSlavehy Society, April 1823.
It is

LONDON
EDMUND LLOYD, HARLEY

STREET.

1830.
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LETTERS,

LETTER

&c.

I.

Gentlemen,

On Tuesday the 27th
who now

has the

of July last, Mr.

Brougham,

honor to represent you, ad-

dressed an assembly of ten thousand persons in
the Cloth Hall at Leeds, for the purpose of expolitical opinions, and the claims
which he consequently had on the support of the

plaining his

electors

On

of Yorkshire.

Brougham encouraged

that occasion,

Mr.

his hearers to strengthen

the hands of their representatives by their cordial

and united support, so that " a weak Govern" ment might no longer be able to resist the cry
" of the people of England, for a speedy ex" tinction of Colonial Slavery."

The

attention of the electors of Yorkshire

been called

day

of the

to the subject of Slavery

same month,

at a

had

on the 16th

meeting of the Com-

mittee of the Hull and East Riding Anti-S.aVwy
Society.
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it

was

resolved,
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"That

this Society, seeing that the

"

to the British

"

tions of both

" 1823,

is

still

nation

pledge given

by the unanimous

resolu-

Houses of Parliament, in the year
unredeemed, and that nearly one

" million of our fellow creatures,

the different

in

" Colonies, are kept in a state of the most cruel
"bondage, is anxious to take advantage of this
" opportune period, to engage on its own behalf,
" and to solicit others, in the name of justice,

" humanity, and religion, to use every lawful
" means to put an end to so great an evil.
" It was therefore further resolved, That it be
" recommended

"and

to the

members

to all other persons

of this Society,

who deem

the buying

" and selling of human creatures, and holding
" them in slavery, to be a crime, whatever be the
" complexion of their skins, to favor the preten" sions of such candidates only, at the ensuing
" elections, as will engage to exert themselves in
"carrying into immediate effect the wisest and
"most practicable measures for the speedy extinction
" of a system, by which man is made the absolute

" property of

" degraded

his

fellow

man, and

is

thereby

to the condition of the brute."

On the 26th of July, Mr. Brougham, in his
Address to the Clergy, Gentry, and Freeholders
of the county of York, employed

the following

words: "If you place in my hands the sacred
" trust of representing you in the Commons House
" of Parliament, you arm

Printed

image

digitised

me

with power to com-

by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

" plete the good works which we have begun
" together; nor will

I rest

from

my

labor, until,

" by the blessing of God, I have seen an end of the
" abuses which bind England to the ground, and
!"

the mist dispersed from the eyes of the igno-

"

rant,

and

the chains drop

from

hands of the

the

"Slaver
Since that period, you have committed to Mr.

Brougham "the sacred trust of representing you
"in the Commons House of Parliament." It is
your bounden duty to take the pains of informwith

ing yourselves

of

question

this

unless you

those

take

are afforded

respect

West

you,

to

to the

Indian
pains

you

history

Slavery

when

will be

;

of

and

the means

guilty of the

greatest and most unpardonable injustice.

unnecessary

It is

you with what

I

for

my

purpose of supplying

conceive to be adequate infor-

mation to regulate your opinions, that I should
take up the history of West Indian Slavery prior

memorable Resolutions of 1823. Nor shall
which may have
appeared in various publications and speeches,
to the

I hesitate to incorporate passages

which may
from

my

at

any time have proceeded from me,

anxiety to promote the true spirit of those

resolutions.

The
is

sole difficulty of this

West Indian question

comprised in two short sentences

you or do you not mean

:

First,

Do

to give the planters equi-

table compensation, should they, under the opera-

Printed image digitised by the University of
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power of

tion of any legislative enactments, lose the

commanding the labor of their slaves ? Secondly,
If you do mean to give them equitable compensation, what is the mode under which that compensation

whence

may

is

to

be estimated and applied

be necessary

If,

?

are the large funds to be drawn,

therefore,

for the

From
which

completion of the object?

Gentlemen, you condescend

to

take the trouble of reading this Letter, you will
oblige

me by

bearing in mind these questions

throughout the whole of the inquiry.

It is also

mind
moved by Mr. BuxHouse of Commons, on the 15th of May,

necessary that you should equally bear in
the terms of the Resolution,
ton in the

1823, and of the Resolutions contemporaneously

proposed

by Mr.

and

Canning,

unanimously

adopted by the House.

On
for

that occasion, Mr. Fowell Buxton,

Weymouth, moved

ing words

member

a Resolution in the follow-

:

"That the state of Slavery is repugnant to the
" principles of the British Constitution and of the
"Christian religion; and that

it ought to be gra" dually abolished throughout the British Colo-

"nies, with as

much

expedition as

sistent with a due regard

may be

con-

to the well-being of

" the parties concerned."
The House rejected that Resolution, and unanimously adopted the following Resolutions, pro-

posed by Mr. Canning
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"

expedient to adopt effectual

First, that it is

" and decisive measures

dition

for ameliorating the

con-

of the Slave Population in his Majesty's

" Colonies.
" Second, that through a determined and per" severing, but at the same time judicious and

" temperate enforcement of such measures, this
" House looks forward to a progressive improvement
"in the character of the Slave Population, such
" as may prepare them for a participation in those
" civil rights and privileges which are enjoyed by
'.'

other classes of his Majesty's subjects.

" Third, that

House

this

is

anxious

for

the

"accomplishment of this purpose, at the earliest
" period that shall be compatible with the well" being of the Slaves themselves, with the safety
" of the Colonies, and with the fair and equitable
" consideration of the
I

would beg you

interests

of private property

."

Mr. Bux-

to observe that, in

no explanation of the
ambiguous phrase, " the well-being of the parties

ton's Resolution, there is

concerned." The expression "well-being," having
apparently more relation to person than to pro-

would appear to limit its application to the
But be that as it may, Mr. Buxton's
Resolution was not the Resolution adopted by
Parliament. The Resolutions proposed by Mr.
Canning appear to me to convey two distinct

perty,

Slaves.

pledges, as clear and definite as

language to convey

Printed image digitised by the University of
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should be adopted, as would lead to the emancipation of the Slaves at some future period

;

leaving

the distance or proximity of that period to depend'

upon circumstances;

the other, that

equitable

compensation should be given to the planters,
their pecuniary interests

if

were prejudiced by that

emancipation.

Mr. Stephen, whose
tionist are

ability

and zeal as an

aboli-

matter of complete notoriety, and whose

authority therefore cannot be

pub-

questioned,

lished, in the year 1825, or in the

early part of

1826, (two or three years after the passing of these
Resolutions,) a pamphlet entitled, " England

slaved

by her own Slave

of that

pamphlet,

pledge, to be

Colonies."

he suggested

the

following-

demanded from candidates

then approaching general election in 1826

" ever the candidate may

be,

demand

En-

In page 81

:

at

the

" Who-

of him, as

" a condition of your support, that he will solemnly
" pledge himself to attend in his place, whenever
" any motion is brought forward for the mitiga" tion and progressive termination of Slavery by

" Parliamentary enactments, and

that he will give

NOT IN-

"

his vote for every

"

CONSISTENT WITH THE TEMPERATE

measure of that kind,

"AND PRUDENT
"

SOLUTIONS OF

SPIRIT OF THE RE-

MAY 1823,

and the re" COMMENDATIONS OF HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERN" MENT FOUNDED ON THOSE RESOLUTIONS."
Compare
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the meeting of the Hull and East-Riding Anti-

Slavery Association, already quoted, in which
voters are called

upon

to favor the

''

all

pretensions

" of such candidates only, at the ensuing election,

"

as will engage to exert themselves in carrying

"

into immediate effect the wisest

and most practical
" measures for the speedy extinction of a system, by
" which man is made the absolute property of his

" fellow man, and is thereby degraded
" condition of the brute."

to

the

In the pledge suggested by Mr. Stephen,

we

have an admission, that no candidate should be
called

upon

to give his vote

for

any measure

consistent with the recommendations of His
jesty's

in-

Ma-

Government, founded on the Resolutions

We

of 1823.
litionist,

have the opinion of a leading abo-

unequivocally expressed, that Mr. Can-

ning's Resolutions of 1823

were "temperate and

prudent," and that the recommendations of his
Majesty's Government, founded upon those Resolutions,

were equally "temperate and prudent."
possessions of Great Britain in

The Colonial
which Slavery
first

class

Islands

exists, consist of

includes

those

which possess

sisting of a Council

two

various

The
West Indian

classes.

local legislative bodies, con-

and a House of .Assembly,

bearing more or less analogy to the House of Peers

and the House of Commons. The second

class con-

Colonies which have been acquired
by conquest or cession including the Spanish

sists of certain

;
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Colony of Trinidad, the French Colonies of the
Mauritius and St. Lucia, and the Dutch Colonies
of

Demerara and Essequibo (united), Berbice, and
Good Hope. These ceded Colonies

the Cape of

are governed

them

by the laws which were

made

time

in force in

at the time of their cession, subject to

alterations as have

been

or

in those laws

may be from

by

such

time to

orders of the

King

in Council.

In the ceded Colonies, these " temperate and

prudent" recommendations of his Majesty's Go-

vernment have been mainly carried

King

various Orders of the

into effect

by

in Council, finally con-

solidated in an Order passed in the present year,

a copy of which was presented to both Houses
of Parliament

February

by command
That Order

last.

of his

will

Majesty in

be found in the

Appendix.
If,

however, you refer to a recent publication of

the Anti-Slavery Society, you will find
ticism on the
this

Order

who

pursue a

to

in

much

cri-

presumed defects and omissions of
Council and it will be for those
;

study of this great question,

critical

form a judgment of the relevancy or irrelevancy

of that criticism.

already expressed

Commons,

in

On one material point, I have
my opinion in the House of

accordance with the sentiments of the

Anti-Slavery Society but this at least must be con;

ceded, (and the concession

argument which

Printed

image
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Letter) that
in this

if

Order

certain modifications do take place

ceded Colonies,

in Council, the six

containing a population of 300,000 Slaves, will

have completely and entirely embodied in their
laws all those temperate and prudent recom-

mendations which the Abolitionists personally ap-

A

proved, and which were founded on the " temperate

and prudent" Resolutions of Mr. Canning.

I put aside, then, the case of the Colonies

having

local legislatures, for the purpose of considering

that of the ceded Colonies, where the

the proprietors in their Slaves

is

interests of

just as strong and

undoubted as in the case of the legislative Colonies

and

I

ask of you the following questions

posing that, upon examination of the

:

Sup-

Order in

Council of February, 1830, you are of opinion that
it

ought to be modified according to the criticisms

you deny, that,
by another Order in Coun-

of the Anti-Slavery Society, can
if

it

cil,

should be so modified

the temperate and prudent recommendations

of the

Government, founded upon Mr. Canning's

Resolutions, will have been carried into effect in

the ceded Colonies

be prepared

1

And

to call for

will

you

in that case

the sudden extinction of

Slavery in those Colonies, without equitable

COMPENSATION ?
The ceded Colonies, as I have already stated,
have not the power of legislation. The British
Government has carried certain meliorations into
effect, according to its view of what was required

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

!2

by the Resolutions of Parliament. If those meliorations do not come .up to the proper standard,

whose fault is it ? In such a case, the existing
Government ought to be impeached, rather than
the property of the planters in the ceded Colonies

Whatever, therefore,

confiscated.

may be

said

with respect to the Colonies having local legislatures,

it

common

impossible, with

is

justice,

to

escape from the necessity of granting equitable

compensation to

Proprietors in

the

the ceded

Colonies. In the case, then, of the ceded Colonies,
if

you are not

satisfied

exists, or as it will exist
cil shall

with the law as

when

it

now

the Order in Coun-

have been amended, (including compulsory

manumission,) what is your project, and where are

your funds

But

it

1

may be

said,

" we

will not

emancipate

" the Slaves in the ceded Colonies, but we will at
" once emancipate those in the Colonies having
" local legislatures." If justice to the Slave be the
object,

how

are

any principles of

conciled with the distinction

1

justice to be re-

In that case the

emancipation of the Slaves will be effected, rather
as a

punishment

intended

for the

to the Planters, than as a

well-being of the Slaves.

measure
If

object be to punish the Planters, there are
better

modes

your

many

of punishment than the measure of

emancipation.

In a future Letter,

1 shall

have occasion to make

some further remarks on the case of the Colonies
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having local legislatures

at present

;

observe, that there appears to

me

I

will

merely

to

be

in those

Colonies a party of men, acting on principles

which were entertained
These men cannot
has taken place
change
any
and
in public opinion. They are not called upon to apprecisely analogous to those

by

the late Ministry of France.
will not see, that

prove that change

men

of

common
and

calculation,

;

but they are called upon, as

sense, not to put
to

accept what

out of their

it

inevitable,

is

with a good grace instead of a bad one.

If this

party succeed in resisting the enactment of such

measures as are now found to work in the ceded
Colonies, without one tithe of that inconvenience

which was predicated of

their introduction, their

ruin will be as inevitable as in the case of the

infatuated Ministry

use less
those

of Charles the

decided language

members

with

To

Tenth.
reference

of the Colonial Legislatures

to

who

adopt the principles of Prince Polignac, would be
to deceive

them

most culpable manner,

in the

tempt them on

and

to

will

be reasonable, they

to their fate.
will

If they

have the country

with them, to secure them equitable compensaIf they continue to

tion for loss.

be unreasonable,

they will have the satisfaction of indulging their

own

passions

;

but they

may depend upon

will have neither success nor
I

am

image

digitised
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not prepared to argue that the recommen-

dations of His Majesty's

Printed
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measures which*

adopted with respect
Slaves.

I

end of time, are

to the

to the

be

to

emancipation of the

only argue that the operation of those

measures ought to be fully developed, before other

schemes of improvement are rashly pressed on or
at least, that, if more summary measures are pro;

posed, they can only be justified,

coupled with

if

the principle of equitable pecuniary compensation
for absolute

pecuniary injury.

If a state of Slavery be

pronounced to be so
repugnant to Christianity, that delay in putting
an end to it is a breach of religious duty, that

—

me

argument appears to

to

have been precisely as

time of the Abolition of the Slave
Trade, or at the time of the Resolutions of 1823, as
forcible, at the

it is

at the present

moment.

In 1807, however,

the general condition of the Slaves was such as to

make

the problem of immediate emancipation

more awful than

it

is

at present

and

;

it

still

may be

argued, that they have since attained a degree. of.
civilization,

which renders

to receive their

period.

But,

if

more

it

freedom than

it

that be true,

arisen from improved treatment

was
it
;

safe for

them

at the former

can only have
and precisely in

proportion to the degree in which the immediate extinction of Slavery

is

contended to be safe

and practicable, the more does
table compensation

become due

satisfactory equito the

West

In-

dian proprietors.

The

Printed
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Brougham's " Inquiry into the Colonial Policy of
"the European Powers," states forcibly the inseparable connexion between the treatment which
the Slaves receive, and their civilization.

"The ill-treatment of the Negroes is as unfa" vorable to the manners of the Colonial Society,
" as it is prejudicial to the wealth of the settle" ments. The Negroes are deprived of all oppor" tunities of individual improvement,

chance of

all

" gaining a part of that civilization in the midst of
" which they are placed, all possibility of acqui-

" ring

industrious habits, so incompatible with the

"constant exertion of cruelty and unjust oppres" sion. The more cruelly and unjustly any de-

" pendent order of men are treated by their su" periors, the more debased will all their senti" ments become."

With

respect to the necessity of a certain de-

gree of civilization on the part of the Slaves, as a

necessary preliminary to their emancipation, even

with a view to their

own

benefit, allow

me

first to

quote to you the opinions of your former representative,

On

Mr. Wilberforce.
the 28th of February, 1805, Mr. Wilber-

force, in his place in the
that,

among

House

of

Commons,

said

the beneficial effects of the cessa-

"

would
of the African
" make it the obvious interest of the Master that
" the Slave should be kept with as much care as
" possible, because his place could not be sup-

tion

Rrinted

image
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" plied
after this, means would of course be
" adopted to take care of the health of every Ne;

" gro, and also of his moral improvement; encou" ragement would be given to marriage, and other
" legitimate objects would be pursued, by which
" they would become populous, industrious, in" telligent, moral, and happy, by which we should
" have a powerful, though laborious and obedient
" peasantry, instead of a degraded race of beings,
" actuated only by brutal impulse."

"

And

*

*

*

here he did not wish to avoid that part of

" the subject on which the opponents of the Abo" lition dwelt so much, he meant the eventual
" emancipation of the Negroes

in the

West

Indies.

"

He had never concealed that his hope was, that
" such might be the ultimate effect of the abolition
"of the African importation, but that was a period
" the distance of which he had never attempted to cal" culate, although his opponents had charged him
" with having it immediately in view. Had that
" been his object, or even his hope, he should not
" deserve the word 'humane' to be added to his
" views, but a shorter one, and that was the word
" 'mad,' ought to be applied to his object. But
" although he felt that the immediate emancipation of
"

the

"for

Negroes
that,

in the

West Indies could not be expected,

before they could befit to receive freedom,

"

it would be madness to attempt to give it to them, yet
" he owned he looked forward, and so, he hoped,
" did many others, to the time when the Negroes
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"

in the

West

Indies should have the full enjoy-

" ment of a free, moral, industrious, and happy
" peasantry."

On

the 17th of March, 1807, Earl Percy

for leave to bring in a Bill
lition of Slavery.

moved
Abo-

for the gradual

His plan was, that

all

children

born after a certain time should be declared free.
Sir C. Pole said, " that he rejoiced that this mea-

" sure had been brought forward thus early, beit showed the cloven foot which had been
" attempted to be concealed
he believed that
" this was one main object in view by the Aboli" cause

:

" tionists," &c. Mr. Wilberforce said, " that had
" the motion proceeded from a less respectable
" quarter, he should have been as glad as the Ho-

" nourable Baronet that it had been made be" cause it would show that he and those who
" thought with him made the distinction between
" the Abolition of the Trade and the emancipation
;

" of the Slaves, and not only abstained from pro" posing the latter, but were ready to reject such
" a proposition when made by others. How much
" soever he looked forward with anxious expecta-

" tion to the period when the Negroes might with
" safety be liberated, he knew too well the effect
" which the long continuance of abject slavery

—

" produced on the human mind,

to think of their

—

"immediate emancipation a measure which, at
" the present moment, would be injurious to them
" and ruinous
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" acted with him were
" an object which was

satisfied

with having gained

they had
what he now repeated, that
" the sole point which they had in view was,
" the Abolition of the Slave Trade, and not the
" emancipation of the Slaves. The enemies of the
" Abolition had always confounded those two ob"jects — the friends of the Abolition had always
" distinguished them."

" always

safely attainable

;

declared,

Mr. Sheridan expressed,

some length, his
After which
explanation, " denied ever
at

approbation of Lord Percy's motion.

Mr. Wilberforce,

in

"having disavowed his wish that freedom should
" be ultimately communicated to the Slaves. He
" deprecated the discussion at present, because he
"looked

"and
"

to

the

to the

charities

gradual improvement of their minds,

diffusion

among them of

those domestic

which would render them more jit than he

"feared they now were

to

Mr. Wilberforce, in

bear emancipation."
his

" Letter to the Free-

holders and other Inhabitants of Yorkshire," pub-

1807, (pages 256 to 259) notices the

lished in

charge made against the Abolitionists, of aiming
at immediate emancipation,

and also the charge of

inconsistency preferred against

them

for not

He

mediately emancipating the Slaves.
the former, and refutes the latter

by

im-

denies

the same

arguments which I have already quoted from his
speeches
"liberty)
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" but the soil and climate must be prepared for its
" reception, or it will not bring forth its proper
fruits.
These are fruits, alas which our poor
"degraded Negro Slaves are as yet incapable of
" enjoying.
To grant it to them immediately,
" would be to insure not only their master's ruin,
" but their own. A certain previous course of dis" cipline is necessary.
They must be trained and
'

'

!

" educated for
"

rity

this

by a

and,

;

most perfect state of manly matusingular felicity of coincidence,

" the stoppage of
"Africa, with

" duces

all

all

further importations from

the consequences which itintro-

in its train, is the very shortest

" path by which the Slaves can travel

" of true

You

safest

enjoyment

liberty."

will not, I trust, suspect

itous folly

and

to the

me

of such gratu-

—I might say wickedness — as to endeavour

to induce

you

to adopt the opinion, that, because

Mr. Wilberforce thus expressed himself in 1807,
he could not, at a subsequent period, become,
without inconsistency, an advocate
pation.

All this quotation

is

must admit that

I

for

Emanci-

intended to confirm

one of the alternatives to which,

I think,

you

have reduced the advocates of

Has all this change been
which Mr. Wilberforce contemplated

immediate extinction.

worked

out,

as an indispensable incident to precede

pation

?

If

it

for equitable
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diate extinction of slavery to

be reconciled with

the well-being of the Slaves themselves

?

be your intention to instruct your
representative, Mr. Brougham, to effect the speedy
If,

then,

it

extinction of Colonial Slavery, without equitable

whom

compensation to the proprietors, to
look for assistance

?

—

Is it to

is

he to

On

Lord Grenville ?

1807, Lord Grenville said,

the 10th of February,

was " glad to find that the opponents of
the measure were nearly reduced to one argument, and that was, that the Bill did not extend

that he
'

'

emancipation of the Slaves already on the

'

to the

'

islands.

'

of the

The attempted

same

justice

'resolved itself into

however,

application,

and humanity
this.

In

to

both cases,

abolishing

Africa,

in

giving

liberty to the

we

'

'

should do the greatest injustice

'

them that which they woidd not know how

'

and which would only be productive

'

injury.

'

;

That

to

Slaves on the islands,
to

to estimate

of

them, in giving
to use,

them of
which we

to

liberty, the blessings of

were enabled properly

'would be
'

the

we did justice to the inhabitants
who were the parties aggrieved but

Trade,
'

and

appreciate,

them, in their state of ignorance and

barbarism, a poison of the most baneful nature."
Is it to

Lord Grey, the eloquent vindicator of

compulsory manumission, now the actual law of
the ceded Colonies

On
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(then Lord Howick) said, "

We

have been told

"that if this be considered as a measure of justice,
" we do not follow up our own principles, for if

" Slavery be in
"

it

"the

we ought

itself unjust,

altogether.

I think

result of this

it

to abolish

sufficient to say, that

measure

will, I trust,

lead to

" the Abolition of Slavery, encouraged and assisted

"by

such regulations as the wisdom ofParlia-

" ment

may

"that by

afterwards think

this

fit

measure slavery

to adopt.

ivill

I trust

gradually wear

"out, without the immediate intervention of any posi-

"

five law, in like manner as took place in the
" states of Greece and Rome, and some parts of
" modern Europe, where Slaves have been per" mitted to work out and purchase their own

"freedom; and that such regulations may be
" adopted as have been in some of the Spanish
" and Portuguese Colonies." [Lord H. further
illustrated this

United

by reference

States,

to

some parts of the

and then observed,] " But the

"Abolition of Slavery must be gradually and not
" suddenly effected, and this both on the principles
of
"justice to the Planters, and also to the Slaves them" selves. For, in the present reduced circumstances
of
"the Slaves, to propose their immediate emancipation,
" would be to produce horrors similar to those ivhich

"have already happened at
Is

it

to

St.

Lord Lansdowne?

Domingo."

On the

1806, Lord Lansdowne, then Lord
said,

"

10th of June,

Henry

Petty,

The Right Honorable Gentleman who

ted image digitised by the University of
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just sat

down, by

referring to

He

misunderstood me.
labour,

what

I said,

has

says that I spoke of free

and from thence not only drew a conclu-

sion in favour

Trade, but also for the emancipation of the Ne-

'

groes.

Now,

of the Abolition of the

Slave

'

'

Sir, if

he means that

I

am

of opi-

'

nion that the immediate Abolition of the Slave

'

Trade should be accompanied by a proclama-

'

tion, granting

'

in the

*

such wild,

'

if

'

West

immediate freedom
Indies, I can assure

to the Slaves

him

I

have no

irrational, or impracticable idea.

he means that

I

But

look to the Abolition of the

Slave Trade as likely ultimately to produce

'

emancipation, I certainly do conceive

'

by amending the

'

the progressive improvement of their minds, moral

'

character,

'

improvement in such a

'

from

and

slavery

to

it

possible,

situation of the Slaves,

and by

habits, as far as they are capable
state,

free labour, as they become

In that sense, and

of

that they should pass

in that sense only,

'

it.

'

the emancipation of the Negroes."

fit

for

I lookfor

On the 10th of
Is it to Mr. William Smith?
June, 1806, that gentleman said, " I do hope, Sir,
"

that after this night

we

shall hear

no more of that

"

silly calumny, that we are aiming at the imme" diate emancipation of the Slaves in the West
" Indies, which, for the last eighteen years, has

" been regularly fastened upon us every time the
" Abolition of the Slave Trade has been proposed,
" and as repeatedly denied by us, but which, with

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

23

" an inflexible unfairness (not to
" other name) has still continued

call

to

it

by any

be imputed

"

to us. It has been repeatedly stated by us, that
" the emancipation of the Negroes in the West
" Indies, makes no part of the object we have in
" view in the Abolition of the African Slave Trade,
" in any other sense than that which has been so well

" explained by

the

Noble Lord (Lord H. Petty) and

"another gentleman, whom

I am
we

"friend, and I do hope that

"

repetition of this

happy

to

call

my

shall escape the

calumny."

Andwhatwas that clear explanation of his friend,
to

in

which Mr. W. Smith alluded ? It is to be found
the speech of Mr. Barham in the same debate.

"As

to the Slaves obtaining the condition of free

" labourers, I am not one of those who deprecate
" the Abolition of the Slave Trade, on a prospect
" of any evils arising from that condition of free labour which may be the result of it. That, how" ever, is a state of things not to be brought forward
" by any act of Parliament here, but preparation
" must be made for it by rendering the Slaves fit for
'•'

"freedom: and that must be accomplished gradually,
" by granting them, from time to time, as much freer
" dom as they can bear, until they all become fit for

"

it ;

but they should not have

Or,

if

the living

fail,

it

sooner."

are the dead to be cited

?

Will the opinions of Mr. Fox avail Mr. Brougham?

On

the 10th of June, 1807,

" here
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" gentlemen

f
'

my

have

unaccountably

misconceived

meaning on the subject of Slavery

West

" that

Indies.

I

Some have

had said something

in

the

conceived an opinion
in favour of the

eman-

" cipation of the Slaves there.
I certainly said
nothing for that emancipation, neither did I say
''
any thing against it; but now I will add a word
'

" on that part of the subject."

[Mr. Fox proto argue that, with proper treatment, the
Negroes would so multiply, that their number
would be greater than would be required for the

ceeded

cultivation of the islands
and those who were
not wanted might be safely emancipated and sent
elsewhere.
He [then repeated that the Abolition
;

of the Slave Trade and the emancipation
of the
Slaves were two points totally distinct ; and

he

remarked

that, if the Abolition of the Slave Trade
could not be accomplished without the consent of
the planters, there was ample proof that it would

never be accomplished at all.]
" But with re" gard to emancipation, I perfectly agree
in what
" has been said, that the idea of an
Act of Par''
liament to emancipate the Slaves in the West Indies,

" WITHOUT THE CONSENT AND CONCURRENT
FEELING OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED, BOTH IN THIS
'

" country

and

in that, would not only be mis-

' chievous in its
consequences, but totally extravai(

gant in

its

conception, as well as impracticable in

''
its' execution, and therefore
" cussing that point."
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Here, again,

mean

that I

I

would beg you not

suppose

to

to imply, that the opinions of these

and able men can be cited as

hostile to

the extinction of Slavery at the present

moment,

illustrious

because they uttered these sentiments in 1807.

The question is one of fact, and not of inference.
Has that change taken place in the condition and
character of the Slave, which

is

upon

insisted

in

these quotations, as an indispensable preliminary
to

any emancipation, much more

pation

?

If

it

to

sudden emanci-

has taken place, then I repeat the

argument, that equitable compensation

due

West Indian

to the

improved management

is

a fortiori

proprietors, under

this

whose

change, impossible under

other circumstances, has taken

place.

If,

on the

other hand, it has not taken place, I would ask you,
whether the authority of Lord Lansdowne, Lord
Grey, Lord Grenville, Mr. W. Smith, and (last,
though not least,) Mr. Fox, be not point-blank
against the expediency of the sudden extinction
of Slavery, with exclusive reference to the well-

being of the Slaves themselves.
If these authorities

look to his

own

fail

Mr. Brougham, can he

former opinions, for arguments to

justify the rash course of the advocates of

and uncompensated Abolition?

them

for

I

sudden

advert not to

the purpose of charging him with in-

consistency.

Such reference

is

at all times

unwor-

thy and unsatisfactory, when sufficient lapse of
time and circumstance has intervened, to justify
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an

entire recasting of a former opinion.

his

But

may be compared

shall cite them, that they

I

with

new opinions, and balanced the one against

the other, not with reference to time or person,

but to their

In his

own

the European

Brougham
plain the

intrinsic force

Inquiry into

characterizes
principles

of society which
very, as

the

"an

and merit.
Colonial Policy

of

Powers, published in 1803, Mr.

is

his

that

own

effort

to

ex-

govern that condition

involved in a status of sla-

attempt to sketch a few features of

" the picture which the experience of the past
" holds up for the instruction of those who may
" be inclined

He

then lays

to
it

sport with

down

Negro ematicipation"

as an

axiom, that "all

" attempts speedily to change the state of society
" in Slave Colonies by legislative enactments, are,
" if possible, still more ridiculous, and, if at" tended with material consequences, still more
" dangerous, than similar endeavours made sud" denly to new-model communities of the ordinary
" texture." He says that the Africans " must
" undergo a radical change before they are fit for
" freedom ;" that they " must be inspired with the
" sense of general expediency and the love of

"order.

In such circumstances,

"of laws and
'-

regulations.

it

is

idle to talk

Men must

ready to obey and to conform.

be found

Manners and

" circumstances are independent of positive instiThey prescribe bounds to the de-

"tutions.
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—

The question then recurs Have the Negroes
undergone that " radical change" which was necessary to

and

fit

them

pecuniary

if

for

loss

freedom

?

If they have,

be the result of emancipation,

the claim for equitable compensation

is

the more

unequivocally established.
It will

much

be observed

confidence

is

that, in all these quotations,

expressed as to the effect of a

which was to be the
consequence of that most important step in the

natural course of melioration,

history of British Slavery, viz. the absolute cessation of import

from the coast of Africa.

If

had been possible,

at the period of 1807, to

an end

Trade throughout the

to the Slave

it

put

civilized

world, the comparative monopoly of sugar pro-

which our Colonies would have had,
would have rendered the Slaves so valuable to
duction

their Masters, that motives of self-interest alone

would have prompted a most material progress of
But what have been the
improved treatment.
An incredible number of Nefacts of the case ?
groes have been legally or clandestinely imported
into the Slave Colonies of other powers, thereby

affording a bonus on the production of sugar in

those foreign Colonies, to the prejudice of our

own.

The

British Planters have

trade to carry on
of the

;

had a

losing-

and the Slaves have partaken

bad consequences which are inevitably
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attendant on a losing trade.

ment,
tural

the key to the

is

improvement between 1807 and 1823.
in the year

last,

This, in my judgslow progress of na-

terest, the

At
was

1823, the English nation

sufficiently excited

to

sanction,

with great in-

Resolutions of Parliament.

litionists, therefore,

The Abo-

cannot fairly count the years

which have elapsed since 1807, and complain of
the slow progress of improvement
because, du;

ring sixteen of those years, counteracting causes

were

in operation,

anticipated,

ment

of

which they had not

when they

The question

1807.

sufficiently

acquiesced in the settletherefore

is

not,

" Will the people of England submit to the
refractoriness of the Colonial Legislatures?" but
it is this
"If such meliorations as the Abolition-

—

:

ists have demanded
'•'

ceded Colonies

;

and

made

are actually
if

in

the

the local Legislatures of

" the other Colonies adopt the same scale of im" provement, is there to be a pause, for the purpose
" of perceiving what effect these meliorating mea-

—

" sures produce in their action ? or are more sum" mary measures desirable, for the purpose of put" ting an end to Slavery as a status ?" If the first
alternative be the correct one, the course

and

plain.

If the second,

is

clear

on the contrary, be the

right course, all that I contend for

is,

that

more

summary measures should be attended with

a

pledge of equitable compensation.
It
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mitted by every intelligent
rity,

West Indian autho-

that kind and conciliatory treatment of the

Slave

is

attended with the greatest pecuniary profit
The following passage, ex-

to the Slave-owner.

tracted from the Evidence of

Major Moody before

the Privy Council, on the Berbice Appeal Case in

1827, establishes this point in the clearest
ner.

Major Moody, having been desired

man-

to state

the nature of the difference between the value of
a Slave in use and his value in exchange, says

:

" That arises from the manner in which Slave" labour is now conducted. It may have been
" conducted differently at a former period, when

"

it

'[

were obliged

was easy

to replace Slaves,
to

and when they

use newly imported African

Slaves, who were extremely ignorant, and per" haps not accustomed to steady labour.
But
''.

' the
manner in which Slave-labour was directed
" by myself, and I should say, in general by other
" people in the country, was, not merely to ad-

" dress ourselves to the physical exertions of the
" Slave by force alone for, although that might
" produce a certain degree of physical exertion,
;

'.'

"

it

was necessary

for the capitalist, as

to bring into action

many mental

a Master,

qualities in

" the Slave, which are represented in his skill,
" good-will, &c, all depending on the will of
the
" Slave himself, a matter entirely within the

breast

" of the Slave, and which force could not
reach.
" After, therefore, a Slave had been a long
time
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''

accustomed

"

his Master, the Slave,

which a due regard
" to self-interest had created between him and
to the kindness

who

found,

by the favour

mental as well as bodily exertions gained,
" that he obtained advantages over other Slaves,
'-'

his

" (and which the Master readily gave

to the

most

" deserving), readily rendered those mental and
" valuable services which could not be compelled

" by force. The value in use of individual Slaves
" was communicated to the whole property, in" asmuch as a better distribution of labour arose
" with good- will
"

and consequent
hence there was more

to the Master,

interest in his prosperity

;

"

skill employed in their labour, and the whole
" estate afforded a degree of profit comparatively
" greater than mere brute force ever could ob-

"

He

tain."

" value

in

then proceeds to argue, that this

use"

appraisement

is

not susceptible of pecuniary

a point which

;

is

my

foreign to

present purpose.

We

have therefore that happy union of huma-

nity and interest, which gives the fairest chance
to the exercise of practical benevolence.

pears to

my

humble judgment,

that, to

gate this important truth, presents a

bable chance of benefiting the
taunt and

him

insult

that he

is

too

ap-

more pro-

Slave,

the Slave-owner,

It

promul-

and

than to
to

tell

incorrigible to be reasoned

with, and that the only remaining alternative
force succeeded
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may
we must

be to the impatience of certain Abolitionists,
conciliate the Slave-owners, if this great

experiment

is

to

have a safe and satisfactory

the

issue.

enmity towards

It is impossible, that, in frantic

West Indian community, they would hazard

those interests of the Slave Population themselves,

which must be hazarded,

if

passion

is

to super-

sede the voice of reason, in regulating that change
which, in the end, is to make " the chains drop

from the hands of the Slave."

Very soon

after the passing of the Resolutions

of 1823, there appeared, in the writings and con-

duct of the Abolitionists, a strong disposition to
recede from what

I

conceive to be the true spirit

On

of those Resolutions.

the 25th of June, 1824,

a meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society was held at

Freemasons' Tavern, His Royal Highness the
of Gloucester being in the Chair
tion

was passed

was hardly

in

of this

"which 800,000
"

is

which

by Mr. Stephen

as temperate

" the opinion

Duke

and a ResoluI

think

accordance with the Resolutions of

1823, characterized
period,

;

at that meeting,

and prudent.

at

a later

" That, in

Meeting, the bondage in

of their fellow subjects are held,

repugnant to the

spirit of Christianity,

con-

"

trary to the soundest maxims of policy, and a
" gross violation of the principles of humanity and

and that, animated with the hope of
"being instrumental in putting a period to this
"justice;

"state of oppression and suffering, and wiping out
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"

name and character, this Meeting now pledge themselves to
" prosecute the sacred cause they have underthis foul reproach to the British

" taken, with
"

until,

"

efforts,

" the

zeal,

by the

activity,

and perseverance,

God on

blessing of

their united

they are enabled to rejoice together in

final

accomplishment of their great work of

"mercy."

It is

that this Meeting

necessary in justice to mention,

was

called subsequently to,

perhaps in some degree in consequence

of,

and
the

Slave insurrection in Demerara, and the death of

Mr. Smith the missionary.
to revive a discussion
for the

This

is

not the place

on that subject.

Supposing,

sake of argument, that the demerit was ex-

clusively

with the white inhabitants and con-

stituted authorities in

Demerara, would that insu-

lated circumstance present a reason

and appeals

to

was

why

the spirit

to

be abandoned,

be made henceforth

to the passions

of the Resolutions of 1823

rather than to the reason of the people

?

Were

the errors of Demerara to be visited upon the other

Was

by encouragement or by
reproach, by expressions of hope or by expressions of insult, that the West Indian proprietors
were more likely to be enlisted in aid of the deSlave Colonies

?

it

clared purposes of Parliament.
I

much doubt whether

book on education, a

there

treatise

is

an elementary

on moral conduct, or

an expost of moral sentiments, even of the most
superficial
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down, that

if

your object be to reform, you must

What might have
on the mind of the West Indian

studiously forbear to insult.

been the
Colonists,

effect

in the year

if,

been resorted

to,

823, that system had

1

preference to the eternal

in

chronicling of abuses and cruelties
are, in

my judgment,

Those abuses

?

inseparable from a state of

Slavery, not subjected to the meliorations which

have been introduced under the Resolutions of
1823.

Those meliorations were the means whereby

cruelty was to be prevented
as

it

the

:

therefore the object,

appears to me, should have been, not to taunt

West Indian

even present

legislatures,

by recording

past or

but to tempt them on to the

cruelties,

certain prevention of future cruelty,
tion of those meliorating measures.

by the adopThe Anti-

Slavery Society, however, are more of the school
" I say, Jack, do this
of Sir Anthony Absolute
:

;

" and he does
" down."
The

it

:

he does not,

if

I

knock him

following remarks upon this point, of the

policy of conciliating,

West Indian

instead of irritating,

No. 60. of the Quarterly Review, published
January, 1825.

in

In the sentiments expressed in

that article I acquiesced at the time,
retain in general the

on

the

Proprietors, appeared in an article in

same

this great subject

opinion.

and

Other

I still

articles

have appeared in the same

which I do not equally concur.
Whatever measures it might be expedient

publication, in
-'

c
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Government, under the sanction of Parliament,
to pursue,

in the event of a

permanent

resist-

ance to the recommendations which have been
sent out,

is

a question that has been most pru-

dently set aside in the discussions which took
place in the course of the last Session.
fair,

at least

it

resistance of the Colonies
it

It is

not

not wise, to argue that the

is

will

be perpetual

;

;

does not require to be deeply acquainted with

human

nature, to perceive the absurdity of ex-

pecting to induce

men

by the

blended with taunt and me-

assertion,

nace, that

to

change their conduct,,

you are convinced they are incapable
Such a mode of remonstrance

of acting better.

would,
dent

;

under any circumstances, be impru-.
but, in the present case,

it

would be

the highest degree illiberal and unjust.

It is

in

by

no means the love of slavery which characterizes
the proceedings or the sentiments of the

Indian Colonists
property

;

it is

preservation of

;

it

is

West

the dread of the loss of

the instinctive anxiety for the
life

ment involving a

;

it is

the fear of an experi-

radical change, which,

:

ever benevolent in

:

results

its

intention,

which the promoters of

it

may

how-

lead to

did not con-

modes of
means of information, may
not have rendered them competent to anticipate.
The real causes of the resistance of the Colonists
'have neither been fairly. appreciated nor fully
:

:

template, and which their
thinking,

and

habitual

their

1

(
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;

:

'

Were

understood.

the most intemperate of the

West Indian

Colonists to be asked, whether
they would consent to the Abolition of Slavery,
provided they could still find the means of pro-

secuting the cultivation of their properties with
the same advantages
predict, that the

had

that they

Slavery
full of

;

that,

we

?

venture confidently to

unanimous answeT would be,
no predilection whatever for

on the contrary, they

inconveniences and dangers

would add,— f

this is

an

evil

felt it to

be

but they

:

not created

by the

'

Colonists themselves, or for their separate in-

*

terests,

but by the mother country, and

for

'national purposes;— satisfy our minds that a
'

change can be effected without accomplishing

'

our ruin, and

'

effort

'

parties.'

we

—

you in every

will concur with

which promises a

result beneficial to all

It appears, therefore, to us, that all

considerations

which do not

directly apply to

the question of the practicability of the transmutation of Slave-labour into free labour

by

a pro-

cess not endangering the property of the planter,

are completely irrelevant

of

all

those

who

;

and that the object

discuss this question should be,

instead of awakening animosities and widening
discussions, to invite both parties to

mon

ground, where at least they

principle,

though they

of practice.

may

differ in

image

digitised

agree in

some points

We would inquire, therefore, whether

the Resolutions of the House of
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" subject of Colonial Slavery, passed in the course
" of the last year, admit of an explanation, as to

and

which would be saopposed on this

*'

their spirit

"

tisfactory to both the parties

" subject
i'f

'"

—the

their letter,

Abolitionists

and the West In-

The former insist, that the slaves
be made more valuable to their Masters as
dians?

" labourers than they have been

" Slavery

:

will
free

in the state of

the latter are sceptical as to the result

of such an experiment

;

and they contend, that

" compensation is due to them for any legislative
" change which affects the value or security of
" their property but if such transmutation would,
" as is asserted, be necessarily advantageous, these
" objections would be removed."
This article in the Quarterly Review provoked
;

the indignation of a distinguished

Anti- Slavery Society,

who

member

of the

published a series of

New Times newspaper, under the
" Anglus."
In one of his Letdated the 10th of September, 1824, he
" In some points I agree with the Quar-

Letters in the
signature of
ters,

says,

"

I agree with him that the
terly Reviewer.
" RESISTANCE OF MANY OF THE WEST INDIANS
" TO THE MEASURES NOW PURSUING, FOR THE

" MITIGATION AND EXTINCTION OF SLAVERY,
" IS PRODUCED MORE BY THEIR DREAD OF A
" LOSS OF PROPERTY, THAN BY THEIR ABSTRACT
" eove of Slavery. I likewise agree with him
" in
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" upholding

the Slavery of the

West

Indies

a

is

<c

national crime, and not the crime of the Slave" holders alone.
For the loss, therefore, which
" individuals may incur by its abolition, they have
" a claim upon the public." He then proceeds
to argue a point,
tirely
loss,

upon which,

concur with him

— that,

the pretensions of

in principle, I en-

in assessing

West Indians

that

to the per-

sons and labour of their Slaves must not be pushed
beyond a certain point. Here is the whole question

admitted

—the

sum and substance

that I have ever said or written

is

of

all

confirmed in

one admission of Anglus
The crime of
creating and upholding the slavery of
the West Indies is a national crime, and
not the crime of the Slave-holders alone.
For the loss, therefore, which individuals
" may incur by its abolition, they have a
" claim upon the public."
this

:

"

"
"
"
"

Although, in quoting the opinions of Anglus,
cite

in

an authority

good

still

faith

more

to

I

which no Abolitionist could

demur, yet

I

am

enabled to produce

decisive authority in proof of the fact,

that, in the

year 1823, the Abolitionists did con-

template compensation, notwithstanding their present doctrine of there being no equitable property
in a Slave.

In a Prospectus of the Anti-Slavery

Society, published in March, 1823, there will be

found passages conclusive upon

"
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'

TO ATTRIBUTE THE EXISTENCE AND CONTINU-

" ANCE OF THIS MOST OPPROBRIOUS SYSTEM TO
" OUR COLONISTS EXCLUSIVELY.
On THE CONt
" trary, the guilt and shame arising from
" it belong, in perhaps an equal degree, to
" the People and Parliament of this Coun" try. But on that very account are we the
" more rigidly bound to lose no time in
" investigating the state of colonial bond" age,

and in adopting such measures as
" shall bring it to the earliest termination
" which is compatible with the well-being
" of the parties who sustain its grievous
" YOKE.*
" It is therefore our clear and
Again
" indispensable duty, completely to reform
" our Colonial system, even if it should re" quire a large pecuniary sacrifice to ac" complish that object." Again " The Colo" NISTS SAY THAT THEY SHALL SUSTAIN A GREAT
" ACTUAL LOSS BY THE PROPOSED CHANGE OF
" SYSTEM. If SO, THEY WILL OF COURSE HAVE
" AN OPPORTUNITY OF PREFERRING AND ESTA" BLTSHING THEIR CLAIM TO INDEMNITY BUT,
" WHATEVER THE EXTENT OF THAT CLAIM MAY
" BE PROVED TO BE, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT IT AT-,
:

:

;

* This phrase,
in

" the well-being of the

that the phrase,

" well-being," in

to the Slaves exclusively,
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connexion with Mr. Buxton's Resolution, clearly shows
that Resolution had reference

and not

to the Planters,
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" TACHES, NOT-'TO THE NeGRO BONDSMEN, BUT
" to the British Nation. It would be re" pugnant to every idea of equity, if we

may owe
own reand sweat and

" were to discharge any debt we
" to the Colonists, not from our

" sources, but with the toil
" BLOOD OF OUR AFRICAN BRETHREN."*

Here

is

an acknowledgment of a debt, arising from the
possible prejudice to be sustained
Is there a single

Indians.

by

man among

the

West

the Elec-

tors of Yorkshire who can be found to say that
is just,

after

it

having made such an admission in the

year 1823, to deny that debt in the year 1830, on
the ground that, as

man

cannot be the property of

man, there can be no equitable
perty of the

West Indian

me beg you

Let

to

interest in the pro-

Proprietor?

compare

this

language of the

Anti-Slavery Society in 1823, so unequivocally
admitting the principle of Compensation, with that
of one of the latest publications put forth in favor

West Indians, entitled, " The Fate of the
" Colonies, a Letter from R. Alexander, Esq., to
" the Proprietors and Planters of the West Indies

of the

" resident
* I

shall

in

the Colonies."—" If,"

demonstrate,

in

Mr.

says

a future Letter, that, after

expost of their opinions, the Abolitionists

this

THEMSELVES

suggested a principle of emancipation, coupled with what they
considered to be " Equitable Compensation," which

RECTLY
Colonists
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Alexander, " Slavery be a crime, the people of
" England are the guilty parties, in a still higher

" degree than the owners of the Slaves. Slavery
" did not originate with you, your predecessors,
" or ancestors.

It originated

" Parliament and

with

the

British

the mother country.

It

was

" encouraged by them, and enforced by bounties,
" and of course by law, upon the Colonists. I
" admit it, and so do you, to be an evil. If the
" Slave be wronged, I admit he is entitled to re-

"

The only

stitution.

redress, I admit, is

—

eman-

" cipation the visitation of the mercy of Provi" dence, in the manumission of the existing race,
" for the injuries inflicted upon their ancestors.

" But this redress, this emancipation, this desira" ble restitution, must be granted at the expense
" of the nation."
I will

now proceed

sibility of

to

show the absolute impos-

the Anti-Slavery

that they did not assent to

Society,

reasons

Society contending

Mr. Canning's

resolu-

In the Report of the Committee of that

tions.

published in August, 1823, they state

why the Abolitionists in the House

mons acceded

of Com-

Mr. Canning's Resolutions,

to

in-

stead of putting to the vote the Resolution of Mr.

Buxton.

'•'

The

unqualified acquiescence of the

" West Indian Body
" by him, made

it

in the resolutions

still

more desirable

" to them.

proposed
to

accede

Even the advantage to be gained by
" carrying the original motion of Mr. Buxton in a
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"

had

division,

this

been matter of choice, was not

" to be compared with that which could not

fail

to

"

arise

"

sitions so unexceptionable in themselves,

from the unanimous adoption of propo-

" brought forward,
s'

jesty's Ministers,

as they

had been, by His Ma-

and not opposed by any West

" Indian Proprietor

in Parliament."

Here we have an admission
were unexceptionable and
;

that the Resolutions

yet, these unexception-

able Resolutions pledged the Legislature to such
measures only as might be compatible with an equitable consideration of the interests of private pro-

perty.

To

fritter

away

servation, that there

Slave-property,

and thus

it

that those

that phrase

by a mental re-

can be no equitable interest in

a subterfuge below contempt

is

by irresistible inference,
West Indian Proprietors who possess
remains,

Slaves in such Colonies as have adopted the recom-

mendations of the Government, are entitled, under
these Parliamentary Resolutions, to an equitable

compensation

for

any injury which they may

ceive in their property

by the

re-

abstraction of their

Slaves.
If the meetings of the Anti-Slavery Society

been held

in

Rome,

the site of the

Janus should have been selected
rations

;

inasmuch

as,

had

Temple of

for their delibe-

with the appearance of a

compact body, they are divided

into

two

distinct

portions, entertaining principles totally different.

One

.'
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them

consider, that the
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nality of Slavery attaches

and

that, if a

should

be imposed upon

bearing their proportion.

deny the

ther

to the

whole nation,

pecuniary mulct be necessary,
the

all,

The

it

Slave-holders

other party altoge-

claim of right or equity on the

part of the Slave Proprietors

but consider the
question as one of mere liberality, in which the
public may grant or deny the compensation de-

manded, according

;

to the greater or less

rosity of their feelings.

gene-

In proof of this statement,

I would refer specifically to the speeches of Lord
Nugent and Mr. William Smith, on the 6th of
March, 1828. These gentlemen practically deny,

that

','..

he

who allows oppression shares the crime

a sentiment which,

I trust,

you

will

adopt,

when you

origin

and continuance of Slavery

be prepared

;

to

pass in review the history of the
in the British

dominions.

Let

me suppose the

case of a Yorkshire proprie-

who dies possessed of a Plantation and Slaves
in the West Indies.
His eldest son succeeds to
his Estate in Yorkshire. To one half of his younger children he leaves his West Indian Plantator,

tion,

and

to the other his property in the funds.

At the time of

his death, what reason had he to
suppose that the integrity of one class of his pro-

perty was not to be preserved, equally with that
of the others?

If he

would have been an
tiality, to

Printed
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it

par-

have devoted one part of his family to
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beggary and pauperism, by giving them, as their

upon the continuance of which

portion, a property,

they could not depend.

The

possible

of such a case might be placed

point of view.

injustice

a stronger

in

Five years before his death, this

Yorkshire proprietor might have been exclusively

an owner of West Indian property
have sold three-fourths of

it,

but he might

;

vesting two of these

fourths in land, and the other in the funds.
confiscation

why

is

is

to

cated, as well as that in the

West

Indies

You

?

possess, as your representative, one of the

eloquent

men and most

self to you, ask

him

most

logical pleaders that this

When he next presents him-

country can furnish.

*

to solve this difficulty.*

Since writing the above, I perceive the following

tration

If

be the result of guilty wealth,

not the property in England to be confis-

of this point,

already quoted.

"

in

illus-

the publication of Mr. Alexander,

He who

owns Slaves now

is

surely not a

" more responsible party than he who owned them ten or
" twenty or thirty years ago who converted them into money,
" and who now lives in splendour upon the fortune he then
;

"acquired.
'.'

If restitution

is

to

be made,

it is

not the present

holders of Slaves alone, but former holders, even in the third or

" fourth remove, who ought to be compelled to make the sacrifice.
" The greater part of the fortune of Mr. Fowell Buxton wasde-

"

rived from Slaves.

" Goulburn,
" Protheroe,

or

He is consequently
is

as responsible

" bridge or Lord Seaford.

"

image

digitised

as Sir

Mr.

Mr.
Thomas Leth-

Mr. Zachary Macaulay ought

to

contribute to the compensation fund nearly three times as

" much as

Printed

as responsible as

any other present proprietor of Slaves.

of Bristol,

my

Lord Chandos

;

Lord Calthorpe
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an argument against the emancipation of
the Slave ? No, but it is an argument against
Is this

who confound the question as between the
Slave-owner and the Slave, with the question
as between the Slave-owner and the people
of
England. It may be argued, with the greatest
those

force, that the

for

Slave-owner has no equitable case
compensation as against his Slave and that
;

the great objection to that principle of compulsory manumission, which was adopted at the
is

very suggestion of the Abolitionists themselves,

more hereafter.

of which

ment

But

this is

no argu-

to prove that the

English nation, havingshared the spoils of Slavery, should effect the tardy
expiation of a general wrong,

on those

who

by

inflicting ruin

are accidentally proprietors of Slave-

property in the year 1830.

To

however, to the question, whether

revert,

who admit the claim
only admit the claim of

those Abolitionists are right,
of equity, or those
liberality.

who

If the claim be one of liberality only,

you, the Electors of Yorkshire, have not to ask
your consciences what you ought in justice to do
;

" sponsible

as the

Marquis of Sligo.

" few noble or eminent families

"

In

short, there are

in the country,

who have

another, possessed or inherited property in
Surely these persons are as much entitled to make

" restitution, and

contribute to the sacrifice, as you, the present

" embarrassed, contemned, and slandered Proprietors

" Planters

image

digitised
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" Slaves.

Printed

very

of the

West

Indies."
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but the appeal should rather be made to your
purses

;

it is for you to decide, whether it is
you should contribute the funds neces-

and

better that

make
West Indian Body supply the whole contribution, exercising your own liberality, if you have
any money to spare, for other purposes.
It was rather a singular coincidence, that, on
sary for the emancipation of the Slave, or

the

the day on

which

I

read the speech of Lord

in his opinion, the AboNegro Slavery was the most important
public question, I received a Jamaica newspaper,
containing a long quotation from a Bath Journal,

Morpeth, stating

that,

of

lition

respecting the intense sufferings sustained

The Editor

poor of Frome.
tation,

by the

introduces this quo-

with the expression of a sort of self-gratula-

tion, that

such wretchedness

Jamaica Slaves. Now,

is

if this

not the lot of the

question of compen-

sation be a mere question of liberality, a doubt

be raised

in

your minds, whether

it

may

may

not be a

more judicious and useful exercise of that virtue,
apply your charity to the

to

relief of the existing class

of suffering paupers in this country, rather than to

the relief of the
glish part of

held,

become a

on parochial

West Indian

whom may,
new

aid,

if

Proprietors, the

your

after this

En-

liberality is with-

class of paupers,

dependent

summary measure

of

uncompensated emancipation.

But there

1B1

ge
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more grave and

serious rea-
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sons

why

with

liberality,

this question

must be

of equity, as contrasted

The Resolutions
maintain the doctrine of equity.
If,
then, those Resolutions are to be sustained, the
of

settled.

1823

doctrine of

mere

liberality

question then arises

out of the
ist,

is

way?

a very

How

:

is

The

destroyed.

are they to begotten

That, says the ultra Abolition-

awkward

part of the

question

:

those detestable

words, "equitable consideraof the interests of private property," are
great stumbling-block in the way of this

tion
the

sudden act

of

benevolence

anxious to accomplish.

be maintained;

which we are so

This doctrine, then, must

that the Parliament elected

in

1830 is not bound to adopt the pledges of the
Parliament of 1820; that even individual members of Parliament, who acceded to the Resolutions of 1823,

nions
is

to

;

and

may be

allowed to change their opi-

that,

consequently, the safer way
consider those Resolutions as so much

waste paper.

It is considered that, of the two modes
of getting rid of those Resolutions, this doctrine
is

preferable

to

the argument that

the

words

"equitable consideration of the interests of private
"property" can mean nothing, inasmuch as Slaveproperty, not being equitable, cannot be entitled
to any equitable consideration.
You may, per-

haps, have read the Provincial Letters of Pascal,
describing the sort of evasions which the Jesuits,
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at the worst period of their history,

Did you,

habit of patronizing.

were

in the

in the course of

your reading, discover a Jesuitical attempt to
ter

away

frit-

the meaning of words, which surpasses

the attempt in question

?

If so, the discovery will

be a

I

ask you distinctly, and I

literary curiosity.

trust that an

be given

by

answer

may from some quarter or other
whether any man, who,

to the question,

his silent

concurrence in the Resolutions of

1823, which were carried nemine

could have nursed this

pitiful

contradicente,

evasion

in

the

secret recesses of his mind, as an apology for his

man of

consent, without forfeiting the character of a

candour and of principle
said

?

It

whom

by an individual,

the good fortune to possess
that no manufacture

is

has been admirably

Yorkshire once had

among her

more thriving

electors,

in the

pre-

sent day than the " manufacture of loop-holes ;"

and the suggester of

this loop-hole,

was, would infallibly carry

whoever he

off the prize

from the

Society of Arts, for the exquisite dexterity of his

workmanship.
But, to return to the very important point,
far the

Resolutions of 1823 are binding.

how
It

is

contended, that Resolutions do not bind Parlia-

ment

or

individuals.

Has

it

ever suggested

it-

self to the partisans of this doctrine, that, if that

be the case, no part of these Resolutions

is

bind-

ing on Parliament; and that, although the Par-
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liament of 1823 solemnly pledged

itself to

carry

emancipation into effect by " temperate and pru-

dent" measures,

(to

use the words of Mr. Ste-

phen,) the Parliament of 1830, not being bound

by

those Resolutions,

may abandon

altogether

every idea of emancipation, without any technical

charge of evasion or inconsistency?
true,

his

If this

be

might not the King's Government advise

Majesty

in Council to repeal

he has issued

for the

any order that

improvement of the Slaves,

without being more responsible to Parliament and
to the country,

than for any other advice which

they might give to their Sovereign ?
not say, " In 1824 and 1825,

"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Might they

we were bound

to

obey the Resolutions of the Parliament of 1823
but in 1826 that Parliament died, and with it
died

all its resolutions

and directions; and, as

subsequent Parliaments have not revived the
Resolutions of 1823, they are inoperative as

solemn directions, and are become mere matters
of historical curiosity?"

The present Governis bound to con-

ment, or any other Government,

sider the Parliamentary Resolutions of 1823 as in
full force in all their points

and bearings,

until

they

by the same body which
passed them, namely, the House of Commons. If,
are repealed or altered

then, these Resolutions are strictly binding on the

executive Government, are they not binding in
spirit
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them in 1823, and
made no open and formal
them ?
There is, however, one clear and perspicuous
mode of avoiding these difficulties, and that is, that
some member of Parliament should propose to

who were

consentient parties to

have subsequently
protest against

rescind the Resolutions of 1823, and should eradicate from

them every phrase which bears the

semblance of a pledge of compensation;

—that

reall

measures passed in furtherance of those Resolutions

new

should be annulled, and a complete

departure taken towards the object of Negro free-

dom.

Will your representative, Mr. Brougham,

make such

a motion

July 1830, he

"

this

said,

?

In his speech of the 13th

" Let us hear no more of

being a question of property

—of man being

" the property of man. As long as men loathe
" rapine, despise fraud, and abhor blood, so long
" will men, true to that principle, and true to the
':'

feelings of their

common

nature, reject with ab-

horrence, and put from them with indignation,
" the vain and guilty phantasy, that man can be
" the property of his fellow creature."
I

admit the eloquence of

incapable of understanding
it

this passage,
its

"

?

or does he

such interest can equitably exist ?

digitised

am
Is

ought not to be extended to the

interests of Slave Proprietors
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the opinion of Mr. Brougham, that " equitable

" consideration

Printed
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precise import.

deny that

In a case where
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human

the freedom of hundreds and thousands of

beings

is

at stake, as well as millions of property

belonging to Englishmen,
sion

ambiguity of expres-

strongly to be deprecated.

is

pressions

may

be beautiful,

big with

who

the

;

gratify the taste

on the imagination

but at an awful

of such extensive

fate

crisis,

interests,

are gifted with qualities adapted to in-

the

fluence

feelings

Rhetorical ex-

may

may work

of cultivated minds,

and seduce the
those

all

opinions

of their

fellow

creatures,

should be precise and explicit in their language.
If

it

be the meaning of Mr. Brougham,

man ought

stractedly speaking,

perty of man, I concur.

If

it

that, ab-

not to be the pro-

be his meaning, that

in consequence of that abstract truth, the

West

Indian Slaves ought to be emancipated, without

compensation

may
But

result

to the Planters for

any injury which

from such emancipation,

am

this at least I

I

RAPINE,
they

will

DESPISE
not

dissent.

prepared to say, that, as

long as the representatives of the people

FRAUD,

loathe

AND ABHOR BLOOD,

on one day pledge themselves

to the equitable consideration of the interests of

a particular class of private property, and on a

day maintain that the pledge was

future
ing,

inasmuch

perty,
For,

as, in

not bind-

that particular class of pro-

AN EQUITABLE INTEREST COULD NOT

if

they do thus

fritter

away

EXIST.

the plain mean-

ing of the English language, they cannot " de-
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spise fraud,"

and who knows but that rapine and

blood may be the
sation

result of such glaring tergiver-

?

now conclude this first Letter with a short
summary of the points which I have endeavoured
I shall

to establish.

That the Resolutions of
progressive,

1823

contemplated

and not sudden emancipation

cipation brought about

and progressive

by the

—eman-

intervention of slow

transitions.

That they pledged Parliament, not only

to the

emancipation of the Slaves, but also to the "equi'
'

table consideration of the interests of private pro-

" perty

;" that is to say, that

doctrine of Anglus, that the
tors

they sanctioned the

West Indian Proprie-

have a claim on the public

as individuals, they

Slavery, as

may

incur

for the loss

by the

which,

Abolition of

contra distinguished from

its

melio-

ration.

That, in the opinion of one of the most eminent
Abolitionists in the year 1825,

members

of Parlia-

ment ought not to be called upon to vote inconsistently with the " temperate and prudent spirit of
" the Resolutions of May 1823, and the recommendations of His Majesty's
Government
" founded on those Resolutions."
'-'

That, if other recommendations are to be made,
and other measures to be adopted, in those ceded
Colonies, there can be no pretext for

ge

digitised
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ing them, unless they are coupled with the most

unequivocal and satisfactory pledge of compensation for injury sustained.

That, whatever opinions

may be

to the greater or less degree in

entertained as

which the recom-

mendations of Parliament have been carried into
effect in the Colonies,

having local Legislatures,

(which should be made the subject of the most
solemn, public, and temperate inquiry, before any

penal measures are adopted towards them,) there

can be no possible pretext
penal

consequences on the

300,000

imposing those

for

Proprietors

Slaves which the ceded

of the

Colonies con-

tain.

That there is not only a remarkable similarity,
but an absolute identity, between the doctrines
on the subject of compensation lately put forth

by Mr.

Alexander,

and the doctrines of the

Abolitionists in the year

1823, both prior and

subsequent to the period of Mr. Canning's Resolutions.

That the question of compensation

mere

liberality,

Finally, that

is

not one of

but one of equity.
if

the people of England call

upon

their representatives to vote in favour of the sud-

—

den extinction of Slavery, it
sary to prepare the ground
measures,

by

of 1823, or
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more summary

altogether repealing the Resolutions

by substituting other Resolutions
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their

place, from

which every

allusion to pecu-

Slaves
niary compensation to the Proprietors of

should be carefully withdrawn.
I

have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,

Your obedient humble
R.

servant,

W. HORTON.

Sudbrook Park, Petersham,
1st

LiK

ge

digitised
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AN

ORDER OF THE KING
For Consolidating
for Improving

the several

IN COUNCIL

haws

made

recently

His

the Condition of the Slaves in

Majesty's Colonies of Trinidad, Berbice, Demerara,
St. Lucia, the

Presented

to

Cape of Good Hope, and Mauritius.

both Houses of Parliament, by

Command

of His

Majesty, February, 1830.

I.

Whereas

on the 10th of March, 1824,

Recital and
repeal of all the

an Order was made by His Majesty with the Laws
advice of His Privy Council, making provision
for the religious instruction of the

Slaves in

the

His Majesty's Island of Trinidad, and

for the

for

im-

proving the
condition of
Slaves made in

Crown Co-

lonies since the

Trinidad Order
Council of
on the 7th day of September, 1825, an Ordi- the 10th of
March, ] 824,
including
that
nance for the religious instruction of Slaves in
Order.
The
His Majesty's united Colonies of Demerara and Repeal not to
bar
prosecu-

improvement of

their condition

:

And

whereas,

Essequibo, was enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor and Court of Policy of the said Colonies

in

tions

for

offences,
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And

whereas, on the 25th day of September,

any

vested rights.
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1826, an Ordinance for promoting the religious
instruction,

and bettering the

state

tion of the Slave population in

and condi-

His Majesty's

Colony of Berbice, was enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor, and the Council of Govern-

ment of

that Colony

:

And

whereas, on the 8th

February, 1826, an Ordinance was enacted by
the Governor of His Majesty's Island of St.

Lucia, with the advice of the Council of Go-

vernment of the said Island,

vernment of Slaves

in

for the better go-

Saint Lucia, and for

And

improving their condition:

whereas,

on

the 19th day of June, 1826, an Ordinance was

enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor of the

Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, in Council,
for improving the condition of the Slaves at the

Cape of Good Hope And whereas, on the 7th
day of February, 1829, an Ordinance was passed
:

and enacted by the Governor of his Majesty's
Island of Mauritius in Council, for improving
the condition of Slaves in that Island, and

Dependencies
lonies, or

:

And

its

whereas, in the said Co-

some of them, Laws and Ordinances,
have been enacted for the
amendment of the Order of His

or Proclamations,

explanation or

Majesty

in Council,

and the several Ordinances

hereinbefore mentioned, or some of them

:

And

whereas, on the 5th day of February, 1827,
there were laid before His Majesty in Council,
four Petitions from

various

mortgagees of estates

in the

rara

image

digitised

and

Deme-

and Berbice, praying that no Order

Council might issue,

Printed
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allowing the Slaves in
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Demerara

to

purchase their freedom without

the concurrence of their masters, and that so

much

of the Order so passed as aforesaid by

the Lieutenant-Governor and Council in Berbice,

as allows Slaves so to

might be rescinded

:

And

do in that Colony,

whereas, on the said

5th day of February, 1827, His Majesty was
pleased to refer the consideration of the said
Petitions to a

Committee of

Privy Council,

his

and the said Committee having proceeded

to

take the said Petitions into their consideration,

and having heard what was alleged on the behalf of the said Petitioners, did, on the 18th

day of March, 1829, report

to

His Majesty

had been shewn why His Majesty should
scind so

much

re-

of the said Ordinance of the

said Lieutenant-Governor of Berbice in
cil,

in

sufficient cause

Council their opinion that no

as enables the Slaves within the said

to effect the purchase of their

CounColony

freedom upon an

appraisement in cases where the owners of any
such Slaves might not be consenting, or by reason of some legal disability, might be unable

p

to give

any valid consent to such purchase, and

that

might be expedient

his

it

for

His Majesty

in

Privy Council to issue an Order confirming

and giving
-said

effect to

the said Ordinance of the

Lieutenant-Governor

in Council,

more

modifications with a view to the

with such
effectual

execution thereof, as might appear advisable,

regard being had to the laws of the said Colony,

which laws His Majesty had been graciously
pleased to preserve and maintain
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on the 18th day of March, 1829, His Majesty,
with the advice of his Privy Council, was gra-

and approve the said

ciously pleased to confirm

report

:

And

whereas,

expedient that the

it is

laws for improving the condition of the Slaves
within the said several Colonies should be uniform, so far as

may be

practicable,

due regard

being had to the local circumstances and peculaws of the said Colonies respectively

liar

it is

therefore

and

;

expedient to revoke the said

Order of His Majesty

in Council of the

10th

day of March, 1824, and the several Laws,
Ordinances, and Proclamations so passed and

enacted as aforesaid in the said several Colonies,

and

to consolidate

applicable to
sions as

it

is

all

and bring into one law,

the said Colonies, such provi-

necessary to

make

the condition of the Slaves

for

improving

therein.

It

therefore hereby ordered by the King's

is

Most

Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice of
his

Privy Council, that the said Order of His

Majesty

in

Council of the 10th day of March

1824, and the said Ordinance of the Lieutenant-

Governor and Court of Policy of Demerara
of the 7th day of September 1825,
said

Ordinance of

the

and the

Lieutenant-Governor

and Council of the Colony of Berbice of the
25th day of September 1826, and the said Ordinance of the Governor in Council of Saint

Lucia of the 8th day of February 1826, and
the said Ordinance of the Lieutenant-Governor

of the Colony of the Cape of

Good Hope of

the

19th day of June 1826, and the said Ordinance
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of the Governor in Council of Mauritius of the

7th day of February 3829, together with
laws,

all

and proclamations, passed,

ordinances,

enacted, or promulgated within the said several
Colonies, or any of them, for the explanation

or

amendment

of the said Order in Council of

March 1824, and of the

the 10th day of

several ordinances,

said

or any of them, shall be,

and the same are hereby respectively revoked,
repealed and annulled Provided nevertheless,
:

that the said Repeal shall not take effect within

any of the said Colonies until
in

der shall

this present

Or-

manner hereinafter mentioned,

have been duly promulgated and made known
in such Colony

:

Provided

also,

that notwith-

standing the repeal of the said Order in Council

of the

10th March 1824, and of

the several

ordinances, laws, and proclamations, aforesaid,
all

crimes or offences committed against the

same, or any of them, and

all fines,

penalties

and forfeitures incurred under the same, or any
of them, shall continue liable to be punished,
sued for, recovered and applied in such and

the same manner as

not been

made

;

if this

and that

all

present Order had
rights of

what na-

ture or kind soever, which under and by virtue
of the said Order in Council of the 10th of

March 1824, and

of the said several ordinances,

laws and proclamations, or any of them, had
actually accrued to, and become invested in,

any Slave or Slaves, or other person or persons,
before or at the time of such repeal as aforesaid, shall
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such Slave or Slaves, or other person or
persons, as fully aud effectually in
all respects as
in

though

meltofS:
tector of Slaves

Crown"

Colo-

this present

IL

Order had not been made.

ADd k ^ fU1 ther rdered that within
°
eac h of the said several Colonies of
Trinidad
enierar a Berbice, St. Lucia, the
Cape of
'

D

,

,^"ff- Good Ho P e ™*
>

Mauritius, there shall be an

Officer to be called the Protector of Slaves,
shall hold

such

sure, and shall
to

his office at

from time

the same by His Majesty

who

His Majesty's pleatime be appointed

to
:

Provided never-

any person now holding the Office
of Protector of Slaves in any of the
said Colonies, under the said Order in
Council of the
theless, that

10th March, 1824, or under the said
Ordinances or any of them, shall without any
new
or further appointment be and
become the
Protector of Slaves in such Colony, as
fully to
all

intents

and

purposes as if he had been appointed to such his Office, under and
in pur-

suance of this present Order.

Pretty
Slaves,

IIL And

ft

is

fotller °rdered that each of

and the the said Protectors of Slaves shall
receive such
1
„, -, r
a salai as His Majesty shall be
pleased to ap-

oaths
to
be
taken by them.

.

7

point,

and that before any such Protector

enter

upon the duties of such

shall

his Office, he
appear before the Governor of the
Colony
to which he may be so
appointed, in whose presence he shall take and
subscribe an oath,
which such Governor is hereby
required to
administer in the following terms
" I, A. B.
" do swear that I will, to the best
shall

:

of

ledge
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" perform the duties of the Office of Protector
" of Slaves in the Colony of
"
without fear, favour, or partiality. So
" help

me God."

IV. And

it is

The

further ordered, that the said

tors to

Protector of Slaves shall establish and keep an

Town

Office in the principal

ment

or Seat of

of-

of their attendance, and the

each of the said Colonies respectively,
attend at such Office on

in

Protec-

keep

the hours

fices,

Govern-

custody of their
records.

shall regularly

and

such days, and during such hours of the day,
as the

or

Governor of the Colony, by any general

special order to be

may

pose issued,

by him

appoint;

for

and

that pur-

shall

at

such

and not elsewhere, keep, deposit, and
preserve the several records, books, papers, and
Office,

writings

directed

hereinafter

be kept by

to

him.

V. And

it is

further ordered, that no such

The Protectors

not to be

Protector of Slaves shall himself be the owner Owners

or any

mortgage or security upon, any Slave,

feiture of Office.

interest,

Until that for-

of,

or mortgage,

nor have any share, or
or security,

upon any

land, cultivated by the labour of Slaves, and he

manager, overseer, agent, or

torney, of, for, or

appointed

;

and

Slaves shall
either -in his

in

to

which he may be

all

diate
to

intermeare

acts

be

so

for his
tic

valid.

have, hold, or possess,

any other per-

son or persons, any Slave, or any land,

domes-

service

if

unable to hire
free servants.

right, or in right of his wife,

or as guardian of, or in trust for

digitised

declared,

licly

case any such Protector of

acquire,

own

at-

upon any plantation or estate

Colony

within the

image

pub-

feiture is

hereby declared to be incompetent to be, or The Protector
may hire Slaves

to act as the

Printed

Ma-

nagers of Slaves
on pain of a for-

nor be the Proprietor

is

or

in,

of any Slave, nor have any share or interest

culti-
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vated by the labour of Slaves, or any share or
interest in, or any

mortgage or security upon

any such land or Slaves, or

shall act as

such

manager, overseer, agent, attorney, guardian,
trustee or executor as aforesaid, he shall thence-

de facto, cease to be such Protector of

forth,

Slaves, and forfeit such his Salary, and

other

and proper person

fit

some

shall forthwith

be

appointed to succeed to his said Office: Proall Acts which may be
done by or by the order of any such Protector

vided nevertheless, that

of Slaves, after any such avoidance as aforesaid of such his Office,
shall,

by public notice

Colony

to

and before the same

in

the Gazette of the

which he had been appointed, be

declared void, shall be as valid and effectual in

Law as if no such avoidance had occurred
Provided that nothing herein contained, shall

the

prevent
hiring,

any such Protector of Slaves from
and employing any number of such hired

Slaves, for and in the domestic service of himself or
first

any members of

made

to

his family, if it shall be
appear by such Protector, to the

satisfaction of the

Governor of the Colony, to
which he may belong, that it is not in his power
to hire free persons to perform such domestic
services.

The Protectors to

except by the
the
Secretary of
In case
State.
of sickness the
license

of

Governor

may

grant a leave of
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VI. And

it

is

be con-

stantly resident

further ordered, that every

such Protector of Slaves

shall, at all times,

be

resident within the Colony to which he shall

have been appointed, and

same without a

shall not quit the

special licence to be granted for

that purpose by

His Majesty, through one of
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his principal
r
r

to the

absence

for

a

limited time.

nevertheless, that if

it

be made

shall

to

appear

as afore-

Governor of any such Colony,

said, that the absence of the Protector of Slaves

of such Colony

is

essential to his health, then,

and not otherwise, such Governor may grant
to such Protector a leave of absence for any
time not exceeding twelve months in the Cape
of Good Hope and Mauritius, nor exceeding
six

months

in

the Colonies of Trinidad, Saint

Lucia, Demerara, and Berbice.

VII. And

it is

further ordered, that upon

the death, suspension, removal, or resignation

On the death
°

I

r

ofte

ance
of any such Protector of Slaves, or in the event

"

e
a

£?"

of 0ffi ce

-

,
temporary As-

•>

of the bodily or mental incapacity of any such
,

-r^

Protector,

Colony
it shall

or

during

i

•

_£•

i

'

ii

absence trom the

his

sistants

to

he

appointed with
sa i arieSj and t0

to which he may have been appointed, p3»te)tadie
be lawful for the Governor of such Co- same manner as
the principals.

lony to appoint some

other person to act as

Protector of Slaves until His Majesty's pleasure

shall

be known, and any such interim

Protector shall receive such allowance, to be

deducted from the salary of the Protector, if
Governor for the time being of

living, as the

such Colony shall appoint

:

Provided always,

that no person shall be so appointed or shall act
in

any of the Colonies aforesaid, by virtue of

such appointment, who, according to the provisions of this Order,

would be incompetent

act as Protector of Slaves, unless

it

to

shall ap-

pear to the Governor of such Colony that a
proper person, duly qualified and willing to act
as such, cannot be found

:

And

all

persons so

E
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appointed

such

during their continuance in any

shall,

office,

have, exercise, and enjoy,

and

all

every the powers hereby vested in the Protectors of Slaves, and shall be subject and liable
to all such rules, regulations,

are hereby

and

penalties, as

made and provided with

such Protectors

Provided

:

also,

respect to

that

all

Pro-

tectors of Slaves in the said Colonies, shall at
all

times perform their duty in person, and not

by Deputy.
AssistantProVIII.
tectors to be appointed to exe- assistant
cute all laivful
instructions of
the Protector.

And

it is

hereby further ordered, that

Protectors of Slaves shall be appointed

by the Governors of the said several Colonies
respectively, in each of the Districts thereof,

and such assistant Protectors shall and are
hereby required, in their several Districts, to
be assisting

the

to

respective

Protectors of

Slaves of the said Colonies, in the execution of
the powers hereby committed to them, and for
that purpose to obey and carry into execution

such lawful instructions as they may, from time
to time, receive from such Protectors of Slaves
respectively, in relation to the matters herein

contained, or any of them.
In cases of complaints

by

IX. And

it

or

is

hereby further ordered, that

or Assistant Protector of Slaves,

against Slaves, no Protector,
the Protector or
within the said Colonies, shall be
Assistant Protector
cannot to act as a magistrate or otherwise,
act as a Magis-

cision of

trate.

competent
for the de-

any complaint preferred by or against

a Slave, or for the punishment of any offence

committed by or against any Slave.
The Protec-

X. And

it

tor or Assistant

Protector
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actions,

suits,
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further ordered, that in

and prosecutions, which
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may

all

at

C7
any time hereafter be brought or commenced in

have notice of
all

prosecutions
Slaves

any tribunal or Court of Justice, within any of against
the said Colonies wherein any Slave

may

be

charged with any offence punishable by
death
J

J^^Kie"

1

or transportation, or wherein any question

a d

ca es >
?

of
.

J?

suits

affecting

may their

freedom

arise as to the right of any alleged Slave to free- and ofmwecn-

dom, or wherein any
person
mayJ be charged
J
c
o
with the murder of any Slave, or with any
"'

„

.

orience

against

the person

wherein any question may

of any Slave, or

arise respecting the

lons for
of"
i
fences against
persons,
t^eir
and is to attend
on behalf of the
ave
.

"

right of any Slave to any such property, as he
or she

quire
shall

;

is

hereinafter declared competent to ac-

then, and in every such case such notice

be given to the Protector, or Assistant

Protector of Slaves for the District in which

may be

such accused Slave
such action,
to the

the said Slave,
tion

;

resident, of every

or prosecution, as according

suit,

law of such Colony Would be given to
he or she were of free condi-

if

and such Protector or Assistant Pro-

tector, shall

and

is

hereby required, to be pre-

sent at the trial and
in every

such action,

all

other the proceedings

suit, or

prosecution as the

Protector of such Slave, and on his or her behalf.

XI. And
if

it

is

hereby further ordered, that

complaint shall be

made

to

wrong

or injury inflicted upon,

come

to his

knowledge
o that

any such wrong or injury hath been so
•

or received,
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shall be the

t

Protec-

tectoTonre-

ceivin g

n0,i ce

an

injury

of

or received by, done

any Slave within the respective Colonies aforesaid, or if it shall

The

any such Pro- p"

tector or Assistant Protector as aforesaid, of any
J

to a

Slave

the^clTe^and
f necessar
J. 1S

to
]

to sue or prose-

inflicted cute
doer.

duty of such Pro-
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tector or Assistant Protector,

to inquire into

the circumstances of the case, and if in the re-

such inquiry it shall appear expedient
such Protector or Assistant Protector, that

sult of
to

a civil action be brought, or a criminal proceeding instituted, against any person or persons in respect of any such
shall

be his duty and he

is

wrong

or injury,

it

hereby required, to

institute a civil action or a criminal proceeding,

as the case

or

wrong

be, against any such offender

may

doer,

proceeding to

and

its

to

conduct such action or

close by himself or any

Advo-

cate or Solicitor to be by him employed for that

purpose.
Sunday Mar1

XII. And whereas

ltely

public markets on

proMbi'ted !

said Colonies, or

the

custom of holding

Sunday hath prevailed

some of them,

it is

in the

hereby de-

clared that such markets are unlawful, and that

the

same

shall henceforth absolutely cease

and

determine.

to

the
of

Proceedings
be had for
dispersion

Markets

Way.

"

tie

XIII. And

it is

further ordered, that if any

or Slaves, shall on any
free persons
r

Sunday hold

any market, or assemble for the purpose of
holding any market, in any town or other place
within any of the said Colonies,

it

shall be the

duty of the Officers of Police acting in or for
any such town or place, and they are hereby
required to

make Proclamation

calling

upon

all

persons present at any such market or assemblage forthwith to disperse, and any person
after

such proclamation made

shall

who

continue

present at any such market or assemblage, or
shall return thither for the purpose of holding
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any such market as aforesaid, shall forfeit a
sum not less than five, nor exceeding Twenty
Shillings for every such offence.

XIV. And
if

it is

hereby further ordered, that

J^e'S

anvJ Slave or Slaves, or free person or per- lie Sale of
Goods on Suu...
j,
,r
withm any ot the said day in shons
•

l

SOnS, shall, at any place

Colonies, sell or expose for sale, on

Sunday,

or elsewhere.

any merchandize, goods, or effects whatever, it
Police of
shall be lawful for any Officer of the
such Colonies respectively to seize any such
merchandize, goods, and

effects,

and cause them

any Judge or Magistrate of
Police of such Colony, who, upon view of the
articles so seized, shall either order the same

to be taken before

to be sold, or cause the

same

the person or persons from

to

he tendered to

whom

they -were so

upon
taken, and restored to them, him, or her,
payment, by any such person or persons, of a

sum

not less than ten, nor more than twenty
and the proceeds of every such sale,

shillings

or the

;

money

so to be paid for the

redemption

one half for
of any such goods, shall be applied,
place in
the benefit of the poor of the town or

which such seizure

shall

half shall be paid

making such

XV.

be made, and the other

to the

person or persons

seizure.

and
Provided always,
J

it is

The

further or-

.liii

exdered, that nothing herein contained shall
the
tend, or be construed to extend, to prevent
for
consumpprovisions
of
or
sale of medicines,
houses, on
tion in any inns or victualling

certain

a i He
e

image

digitised

Sale

of

penshArticles
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Sun-

day, nor to prevent the sale of milk, fresh meat,
store on Sunday,
fish, or turtle, in any shop or
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between the hours set apart

for the celebration

of divine service on that day.
The Governor is to appoint one Market Day in each

Week.

XVI. And

it is

hereby ordered, that

it

shall

be lawful for the Governor of each of the said
Colonies respectively and he is hereby required

by a public proclamation or proclamations, to
be by him from time to time for that purpose
issued, to appoint one

day in each week for

holding markets, at

places within the said

Colony, at which

tomary

hold

to

it

all

hath heretofore been cus-

markets on Sunday, and

to

determine the hours of the day during which
such markets shall be holden and from time
;

may require, to alter the
day, or the hours of the day, so to be appointed,
to time, as occasion

as aforesaid

day

under any

;

and on any such weekly market-

not be lawful to seize in execution,

it shall

civil

process whatever,

any Slave

resorting to, or being at, or returning from any
such market, but every such seizure shall be
absolutely null and void to

all

intents

and pur-

poses.
Prohibition of

XVII. And

Labour on Sunday.

it

is

further ordered, that no

Slave within any of the

Colonies

aforesaid,

shall be liable, except as hereinafter excepted,
to labour for the benefit, profit, or

advantage

of his or her owner or manager, or of any person or persons whatsoever, on Sunday through-

out the year.
Penalty on
Persons working their Slaves
on Sunday.

XVIII. And
any person

in

Printed

image
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hire or induce any Slave to
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any labour on any Sunday, except

in the cases

m
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hereinafter excepted, the person so offending
in respect of every such Slave, incur a

shall,

fine of

not less than Twenty Shillings, nor more

than Three Pounds.

XIX.

Provided nevertheless, and
nothing herein

ordered, that

ther

.

^£*°f

fur-

it is

t

contained

,

,

domestic Servants.

i

extend to any domestic work or labour
which may be performed on Sunday, by any
shall

Slave usually employed as a domestic, nor to
any labour performed by any Slave in the tending or care of cattle.

XX.

Provided also and

it is

further ordered,

JJ^'^

that nothing herein contained shall prevent the Sunday

„

employment of Slaves,
aforesaid,

in

works

,

any of the Colonies

-it.

But

any work of necessity.
of abuses herein,

it is

,

r

The Governor,
proc i ama .

i-

.li

tor the prevention by

further ordered that the

*£££?£,

Governors of the said Colonies respectively,
from time to time, by Proclamations to

necessary.

purpose issued, define, with

f™^^

j.

shall

be by them
all

in

for that

possible precision, every

work of

which any such Slave may be so employed
restrict and limit any such em-

ployment by such conditions
tively

may seem

just

:

as to

them respec-

and every person who,

on the ground of any such necessity,

shall

em-

ploy any Slave or Slaves to labour on Sunday,
shall give to the Protector or Assistant

tector of the district in

Pro-

which such Slave or

Slaves shall be resident, a previous notice in
writing of his or her intention so to employ such

Slaves

;

or,

emergency

image
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Notice to be
g i ve n

to

necessity ployment

on Sunday, and

Printed

in

of ne-

ceS 5ity.

on Sunday for the performance of

by reason of any unforeseen
such

shall not be possible to give

by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

the
e °l
of

72
notice previously to the actual

employment of

such Slave or Slaves, then a notice
that any

in writing-

such Slave or Slaves hath or have

been so employed,

shall, within forty-eight

hours

next after such employment, be given to such
Protector or Assistant Protector, and no person employing any Slave to labour within any
of the said Colonies on Sunday, on the ground
of necessity, shall be exempted from the penalties

hereby imposed, unless such written notice

be given within the time aforesaid

as aforesaid

to such Protector or Assistant Protector

;

nor

unless the necessity shall be such as shall have,

been defined by a Proclamation so issued by
such Governor as aforesaid, nor unless the conditions

and

any such Proclama-

restrictions in

tion contained shall be observed

may not be
Field

mulus

«

a"'sti-

to

XXI. And

car-

la-

Dour, nor as an

declared » tnat

it is
it is

and performed.

hereby further ordered and

and

slia11

henceforth be

ille-

g a l for any person or persons within any
of the
J
,

_

,

_

aii-

said Colonies, while superintending the labour

used Except
for the punishment of a fault

°f an y *3' a ve or Slaves in any agricultural or
manufacturing operation, to carrv
whip,
J anv
J
f

previously

cat,

emblem

of

or

or other

instrument usually employed in

committed

the punishment of Slaves,

or to exhibit

any

such whip, cat, or other instrument, as a mark
or

emblem of the

authority of the person or

persons so carrying or exhibiting the same over

any Slaves or Slave, or to
scourge any

Slave or

strike,

beat,

or

Slaves with any such

whip, cat, or other instrument, unless for the

punishment of some fault by such Slave or
Slaves previously committed
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who

hereof shall so carry; ex-

in contravention

use any such whip, cat, or other instrument, or direct, authorize, procure, or be

hibit, or

or towards the commission of any

assisting- in

such offence,

shall

XXII. And
dered, that

it is,

guilty of

be and be deemed

a misdemeanour.
„
is

it

and

further
shall

Tii
declared

andi

^^

Females may
or-

not be

«Hj

be illegal to correct

pa

m

female Slave within any of the ma> uotreceive
any
"
or punish
J
more than
scourg- twen ty-nve
said Colonies by the flogging, whipping,
ing, or beating of her person,

and that

it is

and

^P e^

° ne

^o

j^*"

be illegal to correct or punish
any male Slave within any of the said Colonies i aslies in one
nor any
day,
...
J
by the flogging, whipping, scourging, or beating whip]?ing s0

shall henceforth

i

of his person, if the whole

number of

j.-

stripes in- Jong

on such male Slave for any one offence,

by any number

of successive punishments, more than twenty-

Jjjj^fj,^

,

shall

exceed twenty-five, or

five stripes in the

whole be

if

inflicted

on any such

sent.

male Slave, within twenty-four hours or, if at
the time of inflicting any such punishment there
;

there shall be on the person of such Slave any

unhealed wound or laceration occasioned by any
former punishment or, if some one person of
;

infree condition, not being either the person
said puflicting, or the person authorising the

nishment, be not present at and witnessing the
infliction of

such punishment, or in cases where

be
the attendance of no such free witness can
procured, then if six adult Slaves at the least,

be not present

at,

and witnessing the

of such punishment

;

infliction

and any person or per-

correct
sons who, in contravention hereof shall
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or

punish any female Slave by the flogging,

whipping, scourging or beating of her person,
or inflict
to an

upon any male Slave any punishment
or under circumstances so pro-

amount

hibited and declared illegal as aforesaid, or direct, authorize, or procure, or

be assisting in or

towards the commission of any such offence,
be and be deemed guilty of a misdemea-

shall

nour.
Exception
of Judicial pun
ishment.

XXITT.

Provided

nevertheless,

and

it

is

hereby ordered, that nothing herein contained
shall

extend

inflicted

to

any punishment which

may be

upon any male Slave by virtue of the

sentence of any Court of competent jurisdiction within any of the Colonies aforesaid.
of

Punishments
Female

Slave Children
excepted, if not
more severe
than
punish-

ments legally

XXIV.

Provided

also,

that nothing herein

contained, or shall be construed to extend, to

prevent the owner or manager of any female
Slave under the age of ten years, from causing

inflicted in

her to be punished for any fault by her com-

Schools on
Children of

mitted, in the same manner, and to the same

free condition.

extent, as any female child of free condition

may

lawfully be, and usually

is

punished in any

schools for the education of youth in the said

Colonies respectively.
The Gover-

XXV. And

nors authorised
to prescribe the

modes of punishment which
in the case of
Female Slaves
are to be substituted

for

punishment
by the Whip.
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effectual

whereas,

it

is

necessary that

means should be adopted

ishment of such offences as

may

for the

pun-

hereafter be

committed by female Slaves within the said
Colonies, but regulations of that nature cannot
conveniently be made, except by persons resi-

dent within the said Colonies,

it

ordered, that any female Slave,

who
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shall
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mit any offence within any of the said Colonies,

which by the laws

in force there,

was heretosuch

shall, for

by whipping,

fore punishable

her offence, be subject and liable to imprison-

ment, or

confinement in the stocks, or to

to

such other punishment as

may be

specially au-

thorized by any proclamation or proclamations,

from time

time to be for that purpose issued,

to

by the Governors of the said Colonies respecand in such proclamations the said Gotively
;

vernors shall prescribe with
cision, the

so

practicable pre-

all

nature and extent of the punishments

be substituted for the punishment of

to

whipping in the case of female Slaves, and

make such
cessary

rules

for

abuses

and regulations

ne-

punishing any

and

preventing

of such

the infliction

in

shall

may be

as

substituted

punishments.

XXVI. And it

is

The Protec-

further ordered, that the
,

Protector of Slaves in each of the said Colonies,

tor in cacli

Co

lony

de-

is

to

-

and every Assistant Protector in his District, Manager 'of**
s vcs
„an " u_
shall in the month of December, in each Jyear, on ^
ally a Hook
application to him and them for that purpose for keeping a
-

made, deliver

to every

manager

„ „,
of blaves

record

em-

,,

of

un ishments

ployed in any agricultural or manufacturing pf^fiorT
labour within the said Colonies, a printed blank Slaves.

book
and

to

to

be called the punishment record-book,

be made up

the year

and

to

be used during

commencing on the

1st day of Ja-

for,

nuary, then next ensuing

;

and

for every

such

book, every such Protector or Assistant Protector of Slaves, as the case
entitled to
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demand and

may

be, shall
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sum

be

of one
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shilling,

and no more

;

and every such mana-

ger of Slaves

shall, and is hereby required to
supply himself with a copy of such printed blank

book on payment of the sum aforesaid
Protector or Assistant Protector

;

to

and

if

such

any

person shall at any time during the year next
ensuing, upon any such

and after the

month of December,
commencement of such year,

enter upon the

management of any Slaves em-

ployed in any such labour as aforesaid, every
such person shall, and is hereby required, to
supply himself or herself with a copy of such
printed

blank

book on payment of the sum

aforesaid to such Protector or Assistant Protector.

The
ger

XXVII. And

Mana-

hereby further ordered,'

it is

•"

is to insert

in the

Books an that every

ever™

punish-

ment, the age

and

place,

te^heTx^en't
of punishment,

whom

by

au-

in agri-

f the said Colonies,/ shall insert in such printed
1

and sex

ot the
Slave, the offence, the time

manager of Slaves employed

cu ^ tura l or manufacturing labour, within any
blank book as aforesaid, an exact and true ac>.

.

count oi every punishment by him or her, or by
his

or her authority inflicted

upon each and

every such Slave, specifying the age and sex of
.

X,

.

thorizedandin-

the Slave so punished, and the nature of the

Witnesses

offe nce

sent.

p're-

in respect of

which such punishment

may have been

inflicted, and the time at which
and the place where such offence was committed, and the time at which, and the place

where such punishment was

inflicted,

nature and extent of the punishment

name

of the person by

;

whom, and by

and the

and the
the au-

thority of whom the punishment was inflicted,
and the name or names of the witness or wit-
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at the infliction of
Besses present and attending
punishment and in the cases of

every such

;

any male Slaves,

who

shall

be punished by

actually
whipping, the number of stripes

in-

flicted upon the offender.
t
j ti.™* if
it
XXVIII. And it is further ordered, that

.

Penalties on
omitting to

Slaves within
the manager of any plantation
™£°J°£™>
neglect or omit fraudulent Enof the said Colonies, shall
anv
J
tries, IiiX'HSures,
punishment record-book any &c
to make in the said
provisions of this
entry which, according to the
have been made therein, or
.,

Order ought

shall not

entry within two days next

may

to

which

exceeding Twenty Pounds,
and if any person or

Two Pounds

less that

punishment

offending
refer, the, persons so

shall incur a fine not

nor

-I

to

make such

after the infliction of the

such entry

.

:

make, or
persons shall wilfully or fraudulently
any false or fraucause or procure to be made
such punishdulent entry or erasure in any
or shall wilfully or frauor obliterate the
dulently burn, destroy, cancel,
she, or they shall
same, or any part thereof, he,

ment record-book,

be deemed

to be guilty of a

XXIX. And

it

is

misdemeanour.

further

^f™£
^^rttte.

ordered,

that

Slaves
every manager of any plantation
or within five days
the said Colonies, shall on

next after the

first

Monday which

shall

happen

April and the 29th
next after the 5th day of
year, repair to
day of September in each
Assistant Protector of
the Protector, or the
which such Slaves
Slaves for the District in
and shall then and there
shall then be resident,
transcript of every
exact
an
him
before
produce
half year next preceentry, which during the
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ding,

may have been made by such manager

his or her

punishment record-book, and

in

shall

then and there take and subscribe before such
Protector or Assistant Protector, an affidavit
to be

annexed

to the said transcript in the fol-

lowing words, that is to say—
" I, A. B. do make oath, and say, that the
" paper writing hereunto annexed contains a
" true and exact copy of every entry, which,

"

since the

day of

last,

hath

" been made in the punishment record-book of
" the plantation Slaves under my management.
"

And I do further swear, that the said punish" ment record-book hath been punctually and
" accurately kept since the said
day of
in the manner by Law required,
" and that no fraudulent erasure or false entry
" hath been made therein by me or by any per" son by my procurement, or with my consent,

" or to

my knowledge

and

belief.

So help me

" God."
in rases where
the

Manager

cannot write,
ploy 'another

XXX.
the

And

whereas some persons
having
*
e

management of

sa *& Colonies

plantation Slaves in the

may be

unable to write or keep

sucb records as aforesaid,

iheRec'orf^nd
to be sworn that it shall

is

in a different

form.

it is

further ordered,

and may be lawful for any
such
J
person to employ any other person to keep such
record or punishments on his or her behalf, and
to every such illiterate person as aforsaid, in-

stead of the oath hereinbefore mentioned, the

Protector or Assistant Protector of Slaves as
the case

may

be, shall,

rized to administer

words, viz.
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" I, A. B. do

make

oath and say, that I

am

" unable to write. I do further swear, that
" the punishment record-book of the plantation

" Slaves under my management, hath, to the
" best of my belief, been punctually and accu-

"

day of
rately kept since the
" in the manner by law required, by C. D.,
" of
whom I have employed for

" that purpose And I do swear, that no frau" dulent erasure or false entry hath heen made
" therein by me, or by any person by my pro:

" curenient, or with
" knowledge or belief.

XXXI. And

in

my

consent,

or to

aforesaid shall not, since the time of
his said last preceding return,
_

.

have
.

authorized to be inflicted, any such
as

is

my

So help me God."
case any such manager

as

J^innenTs

making

^

been in-

meted

during

inflicted, or the half-year, a
special Return
,
punishment on 0ath t0 he
.

,

hereinbefore required to be recorded in

™^e

of

that

the said book, then, and in every such case, in
lieu of the oath aforesaid,

such owner or mana-

ger shall at the time and place aforesaid, take
and subscribe an oath in the following words,
that

is

to say

" I, A. B., do swear, that since the
" day of
now past, no punishment
" hath been inflicted by me, or by my order or
" authority, or to

my knowledge or belief, upon
my management.

" any plantation Slave under
" So help me God."

XXXII.

Provided always, and

further

it is

T he
.

Prote

f

tor is to supply

•>

ordered, that the Protector or Assistant Pro.

i

tector of Slaves, within each
nies

shall,

all
Managers
with blank
r ^
i /n
i
ot the said Colo- furms of R e _
•

t0
fourteen days at the least before JJJSih"^

J
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so
an

'^en

the time ^pointed for

P

lvm

ife

attend to receive them. In
case of sicke

a

"ager to be lttended at his

own

house.

making the

said returns,

transmit to the managers of all plantation Slaves
...
within their respective Districts, a printed blank
.

.

form of each of the above-mentioned

affidavits,

together with a notice of the time and place at
*
'

'

which he will attend for the purpose of receiving the said returns, and administering the oaths
aforesaid, and the said Assistant Protectors of
Slaves shall, and they are hereby required, to

attend accordingly from day to day for six successive days, and no more, for the purposes
aforesaid

;

and in case

it

shall be

made

to ap-

pear to any such Protector or Assistant Protector,

by the oath of any medical practitioner,

which oath such Protector
tector

is

or] Assistant Prohereby authorized to administer, that

any person

liable to

make such

return

is,

by

reason of sickness, incapable of attending for
that purpose at the time and place so to be ap-

pointed as aforesaid, then, and in every such
case, such Assistant Protector shall,

hereby required,

to

and he

is

attend any person so inca-

pacitated, at his or her place of abode for the

purpose of receiving the said returns, and administering such affidavits as aforesaid.
Penalties on
Persons omitting to make
their Returns.

XXXIII. And

it is

hereby ordered, that

if

in
shall refuse or neglect to make any
^^by required of him or her, or to

any person

retum

make
or she

or take and subscribe any oath
is

hereby required

to

which he

take and subscribe,

the person so offending shall incur a fine not
less than Ten Pounds, and not exceeding Fifty

Pounds.
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XXXIV.

And

it is

District within
shall
,

ttie

The

hereby further ordered,

that the Assistant Protector of Slaves of each

the said respective

and he is hereby required to transmit to
„
Protector or slaves of such Colony the

whole of the Returns so

to

Ass ' s -

are to transmit

p^™!

Colonies, £*£,

be made to him as

tor ' with a List
of the Defaulters,

and

tectonTare

the
to

f7

8th
aforesaid, together with the original affidavits,
°
' rf
Keturas to the
thereunto annexed, within fourteen days next Protector himSe

after the latest

day so

to

be appointed as afore-

said for receiving the same, together with a

of

all

list

managers of Slaves within the District

to

which such Assistant Protector may belong,
shall not have completed or made the Re-

who

turns required from them by law; and if any
such Assistant Protector shall himself be the

manager of any plantation Slaves, he

shall with-

in such time as shall

by the said Protector of
Slaves be for that purpose appointed, deliver
or transmit to the said Protector, a transcript
of the entries in his own punishment recordbook, together with an affidavit to be by him
sworn before the said Protector of Slaves, or
before any other person to be by such Protector for that purpose appointed, in the manner and
form herein prescribed, and under such and the
like penalty as

is hereinbefore mentioned in the
case of other persons refusing or neglecting to

make

their returns or to

take the beforemen-

tioned oaths.

XXXV.

And

it

is

hereby further ordered,

that if any such return as aforesaid shall be

The Protec.

£*%

'cot

irregularly or improperly made, it shall be law- rection Re tU1 nS im
l»0»
C 1 c
j.1
T>
iul for the Protector or Assistant Protector of P er b ox ine'

gularJy made.
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Slaves to refuse to receive, or, having received,

back such return for correction, and to

to send

which such return

limit the time within

be so corrected and sent back

to

him.

deemed

shall

And

no

to

have

any such

irre-

gularity or impropriety as aforesaid shall

first

return hereby required shall be

been made according

to

law

until

have been corrected by the person making the

same. Provided that during the period so to
be limited for correcting any such return, no
penalty shall be incurred by the person making
the same, by reason of any such irregularity or

impropriety as aforesaid.
The Proteqtor is

in

to enrol

Books

ivhich

lie

all

XXXVI. And

receive.

it is

further ordered,
hereby
J

that the said Protector of Slaves shall trans-

may cribe

^a

and record

in books to be by

him kept

for

p Ur.p 0Sej the wno l e f the returns so to be
made to him, and shall keep and preserve in his
t

Office the said original returns and affidavits

And

for the better

and more convenient keep-

ing of the said Records,

it

further ordered,

is

that the said Protectors of Slaves shall keep

books for the different Districts of the

distinct

said Colonies respectively,

and

shall therein tran-

scribe each of the said returns in alphabetical

order,

according to the names of the persons

making the same, and

shall also

keep

full

and

exact indexes of the said books.
Slaves are de-

XXXVII. And

it is

hereby further ordered

no person within the said
tentl ma'r^!" and declared, that
Colonies respectively is or shall be incapable in
law of contracting marriage by reason that such
person
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XXXVIII. And
any person

it is

said Colonies

Slave de-

a state of Slavery in any of the must

who may be

desirous to contract

a marriage, shall at his or her election, apply
either to the Protector or to the Assistant Protector of Slaves of the district in

woman may

A

further ordered, that

marry

siring to

in

reside, for a

as an authority to

him

produce the consent,

which the

apply for

Licence to
a
the Protector,

and produce
the Owner's
consent. If the
Owner refuses,

he

be

to

is

marriage licence; and summoned before the Pro-

to grant the

same, shall

tector

and

;

if

the Protector

in writing, of the

manager

is

not satisfied

of any such Slave, or of the managers of both of that the marriage would be
such Slaves, if both parties shall be in a state of injurious to the
Slave,

Slavery, to the celebration thereof

;

but in case

he

is

to

grant a Licence
to any English,

the manager or managers of either or both of Scotch, or Rosuch Slaves, shall refuse to give such written man Catholic
Clergyman or

consent for the celebration of any such marriage, then,

and

may

case

under

his

every such case, the Pro-

be, shall forthwith issue a

summons

hand, requiring the manager or mana-

gers of such Slave or Slaves to appear before

him, by themselves

or their agents, at

some

convenient time and place, to be in such notice
for

that purpose

appointed, such time

being

f

not more than fourteen days distant from the
time when such application as aforesaid shall be
received by such Protector or Assistant Protector of Slaves as aforesaid ; and if on the appearance of such manager or managers, or in

the absence of him, or them, after due citation

by the delivery to him or them of such

notice,

such

no

sufficient cause shall

Protector,

appear to satisfy

or Assistant Protector,

that

such proposed marriage would be injurious to
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the said Slaves, or either of them, then, and in

every such case, the said Protector or Assistant Protector of Slaves shall, without fee or re-

ward, issue a licence under
for the

solemnization

his

hand and

seal

of the marriage of the

said Slave or Slaves, and

shall

it

be lawful for

any Clergyman of the Established Church of

England and Ireland, or any Minister of the
Kirk of Scotlaud, or any Priest or Curate professing the

Roman

teacher of religion,

Catholic

religion, or

any

within any such Colony,

carrying on there no other profession, business,
or occupation of profit, except that of a School-

master, to solemnize the marriage of the said

Slave or Slaves, and the same, when so solemnized, shall to

all

intents and purposes be bind-

ing, valid, and effectual in the law.

XXXIX.

Marriages a-

mong

Slaves

are not to be
valid in Cases
prohibited by

Provided nevertheless, and

it is

further ordered, that nothing herein contained
shall

extend to render any marriage between

persons in a state of Slavery, or between a Slave

Law among
free persons.

and a Free Person,
would be

were of

illegal

valid, or effectual,

free condition and

by a Priest

in

which

or void if both such persons

had been intermarried

Holy Orders

of the

Church of

England.

XL.

Slaves are not

by marrying

to

acquire Rights
inconsistent
with the legal

Provided always,

that

no marriage

which may be solemnized between any Slaves
in

any of the said Colonies, shall invest the

Rights of the parties

contracting such marriage, or their pro-

Owner.

geny, with any rights at variance with the legal
title

of the owners or managers of such Slaves,

to the services of
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or with the duties which such Slaves or their

progeny are bound by law

to

render to such

their owners or managers.

XLI. And it is further ordered, that every
person by whom any such marriage shall be

Registries to

aLrHagef
Slaves

solemnized, by virtue of any such licence as

of*

-

aforesaid, shall within fourteen days next after

the

solemnization

of not

thereof,

under

a penalty

than Five Pounds, nor more than

less

Twenty Pounds,

transmit to the said Protector

of Slaves, and to the Assistant Protector of the
District in which

the

woman may

reside re-

spectively, Certificates of the solemnization of

such

marriage;

Slaves,

and the

shall register in

them kept

for that

shall

thereof,

Protector of

and the said Assistant Protector re-

spectively,

which

said

books,

be

to

by

purpose, every marriage

be so solemnized, with the date

and the names, descriptions and places

of abode of the parties contracting, and of the

person solemnizing every such marriage.

XLII. And

it is

hereby further ordered and

may

Slaves

declared, that no person within the said Colopertftf ™°y
nies being in a State of Slavery, is or shall be amoimt an d
"
-

deemed

to

be by reason or on account

his or her condition,

such

of,

incompetent to purchase,

acquire, possess, hold, or enjoy, alienate, devise, or

bequeath property of any amount or of

any description whatsoever, not hereinafter excepted

;

but every such Slave shall and

is

here-

by declared to be competent to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate, devise

and
bequeath property of any amount or of any
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description, not hereinafter excepted, and
bring-,

maintain,

prosecute,

defend

and

to

any

action in any Court of Justice, for and in re-

spect of any such property, as fully and amply
to all intents

and purposes

as if

he or she were

of free condition.

Provided always, that no Slave in

XLIII.
Slaves may
to^ofboats" any of the
ammunition,

said Colonies shall be competent to

become the proprietor

of,

or to hold or retain

any Boats, or other Craft or Vessels, or any

Gunpowder

share or interest therein, or any
or other ammunition, Fire

Weapons,
Slaves

may

be
Proprietors of
Slaves.

Arms

or Military

of whatever nature or kind soever.

XLIV.

Provided

also,

and

is

it

hereby

further ordered, that no person in a state of

Slavery shall be competent

in

the

Law

to ac-

quire or possess any Slave or Slaves, or any
interest in any Slave or Slaves.
Slaves

may

not be taken
in execution in
satisfaction

of

XLV.

Provided

also,

it is

further
hereby
J
,

taken in execution or detained in prison, or in

etfty't^m-'" any other confinement,
selves.

and

ordered, that no Slave shall be liable to be

out

upon any process issuing

f any Court of Justice in any of the said

Colonies, in any Civil Action against any such

t

Slave, or in any Civil Proceeding depending in

any such Court, to which any such Slave

may

be a party.
Slaves not
b

XLVI. And

it

is

further ordered, that

L

not be lawful ia the execution
erlegSpro^ shail
cess if btarmg i dgment, sentence, decree, or order,
u D
to each oilier
any of the re- Tribunal, or of any Court of J ustice,

it

of any
of any
...
within

se ^ ze 0r ta^ e "*
mentioned!""" an y °* tbe Sa ' C^ C°l ornes to
execution, or sell any Slave separate and apart
>

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

I

L
87
from any other Slave

to

whom

may

he or she

bear the relation of husband or wife or the re-

whom

lation of parent or child, or to
shall

he or she

be reputed to bear any of those relations,

and who may

also

be the property of the person

whom

or persons against

any such judgment,

sentence, decree or order has been pronounced

;

but in the execution of every such judgment,
sentence, decree or order,

all

Slaves being the

property of the same person or persons, and

bearing to each other any such relation, or re-

puted

relation, as aforesaid, shall be sold to-

same

gether, and in one and the

same person or persons

and

;

if

lot,

and

to the

any Slave

shall

be seized or sold in contravention hereof, every
such seizure, execution, and
the same
nidi

is

and void,

hereby declared
to all intents

and

sale, shall be,

be absolutely

to

and purposes what-

soever, so far as respects any such Slave or

Slaves.

XLVII. And

further ordered, that in

is

it

Separation of
families are not

the succession and inheritance to the estate ofc t0 take place on
•

,i

i

.,

i

,

,i

,

•

,

any
person who may
have died intestate, no
J
'
severance shall be

made

of Slaves bearing to

each other either of the relations, or reputed
relations,
shall

aforesaid

descend

;

but,

that if such

to different persons, the

Slaves

Supreme

Court of Civil Justice for such Colony

and

is

the Protector of Slaves thereof, to
for the sale of such Slaves together
lot,

shall
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the separation of such Slaves cannot otherwise

be prevented

;

and the money arising from any

such sale shall belong to and become the property of the persons entitled to the said Slaves,

and such Court
tion of

shall,

on the summary applica-

any of the parties interested, make such

order for the application of any such

Husbands and
wives,

parents

may be just.
XLVIII. And

it

where any two or more Slaves
said

each otber by
conveyance,
contract or will.

Colonies,

as

further ordered, that

is

and children,

may

not be separated from

money

belonging to

in

any of the

same owner

the

or owners, shall bear to each other, such re-

reputed relation as aforesaid, such

or

lation

Slaves shall not be sold, alienated, or disposed
of separate and apart from each other, and that

any private contract,
will,

or other

sale,

mode of

whereby any such Slave

conveyance, donation,

alienation whatsoever,
shall

be sold, alienated,

or disposed of separate and apart from the Slave
to

whom

he or she

reputed relation,

may bear such

shall,

relation or

as far as respects

such Slave, or Slaves be absolutely, and to
intents

any
all

and purposes, null and void and of no

effect.

XLIX.

In cases wliere
it is

unknown

doubtful
whethera Slave
has any such
or

Provided

tended contract,
or

sale,

also, that if

upon any

in-

conveyance, or alienation,

upon the intended seizure

in execution

under

be un-

relations, the

process of law, of any Slave,

Protector is to
enquire
into

known

and

doth not bear any such relation as aforesaid, to

certify the

or doubtful

it

shall

whether such Slave doth or

fact.

any other Slave, being the property of the same
owner or owners, it shall be lawful for any of
the parties interested in any such contract, sale,
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require
or conveyance, alienation or seizure, to
and
the Protector of Slaves to inquire into
the fact, and such Protector shall
thereupon, by inquiries addressed to the Slaves
themselves, and by all other lawful ways, asascertain

certain whether any such Slave doth or doth

not bear any such relation, or reputed relation,
property
to any other Slave or Slaves being the

Proof the same owner or owners and such
intector shall deliver to the party or parties
;

his hand, of the

terested a certificate under
result of any such inquiry

any such

certificate,

is

and

if,

and by

in

such Protector shall certify

that the Slave respecting

quiry

;

whom any

such in-

not, to the best of his, the

made doth

said Protector's belief, bear any such relation,

other
or reputed relation, as aforesaid, to any

Slave or

being the property of the

Slaves,

same owner or owners, nothing herein contained
vent,

shall prevent, or

be construed to pre-

any Slave respecting

certificate

may be

so given,

whom

any such

from being sepa-

rated from any other Slave, or shall affect the
validity of

any contract,

sale,

conveyance,

will,

may be
which may be

or other instrument or alienation which

made, or of any legal process
executed for that purpose.
L. Provided also, that if any Slaves bearing

if slaves stand-

each other any such lawful or reputed relaqf.ttaw
tion as aforesaid, other than the relation

^"J^

to

'

husband and wife,

shall signify to the Protector
.

,

.

,

of Slaves of the Colony to which they belong,

both parties being
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should consider
the

him, their full and free consent to any ol,w
such
'-

separation
neither injuri-

separation as aforesaid, and

Slaves, nor im-

°f Slaves shall be of opinion that such separa-

n

r

ma y

he

f

•>

tion

a u?ho :

would not be u>j?™ns

if

such Protector

to the Slaves

them-

rize the separation, except in

selves nor involve the violation of the duties

the

owing by such Slaves

cases of

husbands

and

.

to

each other, and

gaid Protector sha]1 thereupon certify

if

under

the
his

hand, his consent on the behalf of such Slaves
to such proposed separation, then

and

in that

case, nothing- herein contained shall prevent or
be construed to prevent the separation of such
Slaves from each other, or affect the validity of

any contract,

sale,

conveyance, or

will, or

other

instrument or alienation which
or of any legal process which

may be made,
may be executed

for that purpose.
Slave

M-

Chil-

Provided

nevertheless,

that

nothing

ageVATmay

herein contained shall prevent

be separated
from their pa-

the separation of any child of the full age of
°

rents.

sixteen years from his or her father or mother,

extend to

or

.

or reputed father and mother.
All

fees

of

and duon manunS a

LII.

And

it is

Office
ties

lished.

°

hereby further ordered, that

no duty, tax, or impost, or fee of
hereafter

be levied, demanded,

office,

or

shall

payable,

within any of the said Colonies, upon, for, or

on account, or

in respect of the

manumission

of any Slave, or the enrolment or registration
of any deed of manumission, save and except a
fee not exceeding Twenty Shillings, which shall,

by the said Protector of Slaves, be paid for
enrolling and registering every such deed of
manumission among the records of the Supreme
Court of Civil Justice of every such Colony,
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and which fee

shall

be repaid

to

such Pro-

of
tector of Slaves out of the public revenue
Colony to which he may belong; and, if

the

any person in any of the said Colonies shall
such
hereafter demand, accept, or receive any
aforeduty, tax, impost, or fee of office, save as
said,

and
the person so offending shall incur

become

liable to the

ing to not less than
Fifty

payment of a

Ten Pounds,

amount-

fine

nor more than

Pounds over and above the amount of the

tax, duty, impost, or fee, so

LIII.
to the

And

by him received.

for the prevention of doubts as

of the owners of Slaves
power
1
.

mit such Slaves at their pleasure,

to
.

it is

^AH

maim,

,

further ordered and declared, that subject to

witll

°

era.

Colonies, may, by his or her last will, or by

deed under his or her hand and seal, at his oiset free any such
lier pleasure, manumit dnd
every
Slave, so far as relates to the interest of
such
such testator or grantor, and that every
shall, as far as relates to

the in-

case
terest of the testator or grantor, as the
may be, but no further, or otherwise, be valid
eneffectual in the law for the perpetual

and

Provided
franchisement of any such Slave.
or
nevertheless, that no person having a partial
temporary interest in any Slave, may, to the
extent of such interest, effect his or her manumission gratuitously, unless all other persons

having a

partial,

future,

or reversionary in-

terest in such Slave, shall consent, or be parties
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such manumission, or unless such

to

partial,

future, or reversionary interests shall be pur-

chased
manumitted

in the

LIV. And,

If the Slave
13

manner hereinafter provided.
in order to

prevent the fraud u-

.

a lent manumission of Slaves incompetent from
bond must be „„
v
i.
a
given for his £ e or disease to earn their own living, it is
maintenance if further ordered,
that in case any
such deed of
J
he be less than
six or more, than manumission shall be executed gratuitously
and
gratuitously,

,

fifty years old,
or in a state of

disease.

•,,

,

.

,

,

,

.

,

.

.

Wlth0ut an y valuable consideration passing to
tne owner or otner p erson effecting the same,
the Slave so to be manumitted shall, previously
to the actual execution of any such deed, appear before the Protector of Slaves, or the As-

sistant Protector of Slaves, for the District in

which the Slave

is

resident;

and

if it

shall

appear to the said Protector or Assistant Protector, that such Slave is under the age of six
years, or above

the

age of

fifty years,

labouring under any habitual disease or

or

is

infir-

mity of mind or body, the owner or person
effecting such manumission shall, under his or
her hand and

seal,

execute and deliver to the

said Protector or Assistant Protector, a
to

His Majesty

bond

sum of £200, with
a condition thereunder written for the defeazance thereof,

in the penal

if

such Slave shall be properly

fed, clothed, and maintained until the age
of
fourteen years in the case of infants, or during

the term of his or her natural
adults of the age of

fifty

life in

the case of

years, or labouring

under any such sickness, disease, or infirmity as
aforesaid and no such gratuitous manumission
;

shall
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office

of

as aforesaid shall

be

for enrolment

be received

registry, until such

bond

at

such

duly executed, registered, and deposited in the
said office.

LV. Provided

nevertheless, and

it is

further

ordered, that no such bond, as aforesaid, shall

....
be required in the

Slave so manumitted

the

i

case of any manumission

the£ £*,*

but, if at the time of the death of

will;

testator,

The hond not
necessary in
case of testa-

mentary luanuby mhsionJs hut

n

be

shall

remain liable
though such
bee „

« as

.

under the age of six years, or above the age ot bond had
® venfifty years, or labouring under any such disease
or infirmity, as aforesaid, the estate of every

such testator shall be liable

to,

and chargeable

with, the maintenance of such Slave until the
infants, or

age of fourteen years in the case of
during the term of his or her natural

the

life in

case of adults, or of Slaves labouring under any

such disease or infirmity, as fully as

the said

if

testator had, in his or her life-time executed

such bond as aforesaid.

LVI. And

to

Slaves effectignorant
prevent
°
1

.

unable to

make any

i-i

,.,i

i

.ii

valid title to the

further ordered and declared, that
shall

same,
it

is

With the con-

currence of the
Protector,
Slaves may con-i
it is tractw i lh their

ihg the purchase of their freedom from persons

and

be lawful for any person, being the owner

™

contract with such Slave, through the agency
of the Protector

of Slaves

of such Colony,

acting for and on behalf of such Slave, but not

otherwise,

for

the

manumission of

the

said

Slave, at a price to be agreed upon between
the said owner and Protector of Slaves respectively
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shall

be the duty of the said Protector of Slaves

to obtain

from the Office of Registry of Slaves

a certificate of the
or persons by

name

whom

or

names of the person

such Slave was

tered as his, her, or their property
also be the

;

last regis-

and

it

shall

duty of the said Protector of Slaves
by advertisement in the public

to give notice

Gazette of such Colony of such intended manumission, fourteen days, at the least, before the

same

is

effected

;

and

if

from such

certificate,

as aforesaid, it shall appear that the person or
persons proposing to contract for the manumission of any such Slave,

gistered

is,

or are not, the re-

owner or owners of such Slave, or

if

any person

shall give to the said Protector of
Slaves notice that there exists any charge of

mortgage upon or affecting (or alleged to be
upon or to affect) such Slave, or that any future
or reversionary interest in such Slave
in

any person or persons who

party or parties

to,

is,

is

vested

or are not, a

or consenting

to, such proposed manumission, the said Protector shall, on
behalf of such Slave, refuse to proceed with

such contract.

And it shall also be the duty of
the said Protector of Slaves, on behalf of
the
said Slave, to satisfy himself that the person
proposing to effect the said manumission has

good right and

the law, and

title in

is

compe-

tent to effect the same
and it shall also be the
duty of the said Protector of Slaves, without
fee or reward, to prepare, in every such case,
;

the proper deed of manumission, which shall
in
all cases be executed in the presence
of, and
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Protector of Slaves,

attested by the said

some proper person

to

by him to be such witness thereto

Deed being

such

or

be especially appointed
;

and every

so executed shall, by such

Protector of Slaves, be enrolled in the Supreme

Court of Civil Justice,

and for the Colony to

in

which he belongs, within one calendar month

:

next after the date and execution thereof, on

payment of a fee
person enrolling

Twenty

shall not

for such enrolment, to

not exceeding the

it,

Shillings;

and

in

the

sum

of

case any such deed

be so enrolled by the said Protector of

Slaves, within the said period of one calendar

month, the said Protector of Slaves

and be

liable to the

payment of a

shall incur

fine of

not less

Ten Pounds, nor more than Fifty Pounds.
LVII. And to provide for the manumission

than

of Slaves, in cases where the owners of such

Slaves
for

may be

such

manumission,

ordered, that if the

it

hereby further

is

Owner

willing to

in

any such Slave,

effect his

or

shall be

her manumission,

unor

by reason of any mortgage or settlement,

shall,

chase of their
a
compulsory

or lease or charge upon,

process.

or interest in such

willing or

able
the

sons, be unable to execute a valid

manumission of such Slave: or

and

if the

be

Owner,

a married woman, or idiot or lunatic, or
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image
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demanded,

the Chief Judge

all persons having an
interest in the
effectual Slave to altend
him.

i»to cite

interest in any such Slave shall be a minor, or

shall

un-

effect

manumis-

under any incapacity, or if an
excessive price

or any other person having a charge upon or

owner of any such Slave

to

sion, or labour

Slave being vested in any other person or per-

real

If the

Owner be un-

of any Slave in

any of the said Colonies, or any person having
any interest

may

Slaves

effect the pur-

unwilling or unable to contract freedom by

if the

be absent
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from the Colony
shall not
shall

which the Slave belongs, or

to

be known

or if any Suit or Action

;

be depending- in any Court of Justice

the said

Colony wherein the

title

in

to the said

Slave, or the right to his or her service shall or

may

be in controversy, or

if

the owner of any

such Slave shall demand as the price of
her freedom, a greater

sum

of

appear to the said Protector of Slaves

to

and just value thereof, then and

fair

his or

money than may
be the

in each

and every of the cases aforesaid, the Chief

Judge of such Colony, on

application to

Civil

him

for

that purpose made, by the Protector of Slaves

of such Colony shall issue a

summons under

his

hand and

the

Owner

the

Manager

seal,

requiring

or

of such Slave to appear before him,

by themselves or their Agents, at some convenient time and place, to be in such
for that purpose appointed,

Summons

and notice

shall be

published by the said Protector of Slaves in
the public Gazette of such Colony, of the time

and place appointed

for the purpose aforesaid

;

all

persons having or claim-

ing to have any

title

or interest to, or in the

Slave proposed

to

and

in

their

such notice,

own

be manumitted either in

right, or as the

Agents, Guardians,

Attornies, Trustees, or Representatives of any

other person, shall be required to attend and
prefer such claims.
Onproofmade

LVIII. And

it

is

hereby further ordered,

U g
appointed for any such meeting,
suddnca pa city! that at the time
&c. he is to re- as a fore said, the Chief Civil Judge of such
'
quire the Protectorand Own- Colony, in the presence of the Protector of
.
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name

Slaves thereof, and also in the presence of the

er each to

owner or manager of the Slave proposed

an Appraiser,
and is himself

be

to

manumitted, or upon proof being made

upon oath of the due

to him rjm p™.
The
service and publication
of Judge when ne1
cessary is 1o no-

such notice as aforesaid, then,

if

necessary, in minatetheAp-

the absence of such owner or manager, shall

may

proceed to hear in a summary way what

be alleged by the said Protector of Slaves, and

by the owner or manager, or other persons
claiming any interest in the said

Slave pro-

posed to be manumitted, and attending
suance of any such notice

;

and

in pur-

in case the said

any of them, shall refuse to effect

parties, or

such manumission at a price approved by the
said Protector of Slaves, or in case

made

to

it

shall

be

appear to the said Chief Civil Judge

that a valid and effectual manumission of such

Slave cannot legally be effected by private con-

owner of such Slave,

tract, or that the

or

any

person having any charge upon or interest in

such Slave

is

a minor, or a married

idiot, or lunatic, or that the real

woman, or

owner of such

Slave, or any person having any charge
or interest in such Slave

is

upon

absent from the

unknown, or cannot be found,

said Colony, or is

or that any action

is

depending in any Court of

Justice in such Colony wherein the

title to

such

Slave, or the right to his or her services,

is in

controversy, then, and in every such case, the
said Chief Civil

tector of Slaves,

such Slave,

if

notice, each to

Judge

shall require

the Pro-

and the owner or manager of

attending in pursuance of this

nominate an appraiser of

his or

G
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her value, and the said Judge shall himself

nominate an umpire between such appraisers
but

such owner or manager, being duly sum-

if

moned

as aforesaid, shall fail

to

or

attend,

attending, shall refuse or omit to nominate an
appraiser, then the said

Judge

shall not only

nominate such umpire as aforesaid, but shall
also nominate an appraiser on behalf of such

owner or manager.
TheAppraisers

to

make

valuation

in

Ming which
the Umpire is
to

make

LIX. And

it

further ordered, that the

is

a

the va-

.

,

,

,,

appraisers so to be nominated as aforesaid, snail

be duly sworn by and before the said Chief
Ciyil j^e, to make a fair and impartial
°

'

.

appraisement of the Slave so proposed to be
manumitted, and within seven days next after

lotion.

such their appointment, such appraisers shall
joint valuation of the said Slave, and

make a
shall

certify such their valuation to the said

Chief Civil Judge under their hands and seals,
and in case such joint certificate shall not be so

made and

delivered to the said Judge within

the said term of seven days, then

the said

umpire being duly sworn in manner aforesaid,
the next succeeding seven days
certify his valuation to the said Judge and the
shall within

be made in manner aforesaid,
by the said joint appraisers, or in their
default by the said umpire, shall be binding

valuation to
either

shall

be entered and en-

among

the Records of the

and conclusive, and
tered and enrolled

Supreme Court of

Civil Justice in

and for such

Colony,

on
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be made to appear to the said Judge within one

the Judge of
fraud or injus-

calendar month next after such valuation shall

tice in

have been made, that in the making thereof the

lie

making

the valuation,

said appraisers or umpire, or any of them, acted

fraudulently or unj ustly, or under the influence

may

set

it

aside and so on
till

an unohjecvalua-

tionable
tion

is

made.

of any improper motive, then, but not otherwise,

be lawful for the said Judge to

shall

it

set aside the said valuation,

same

made
tion to
which purpose new
be

pire shall in

sworn,

and

manner

to declare the

for

aforesaid,

appraisers and a

new um-

manner aforesaid be appointed and
shall

manner

in

in

proceed

which being

valuation,

Judge

and

be void, and to direct another valua-

to

to

make

certified

a second

the said

to

aforesaid, shall be to all in-

tents and purposes

binding and

conclusive

Provided that such second or any subsequent

may

valuation

in like

manner be

set aside

any such Judge on the grounds aforesaid,
a valuation

is

made not open

by

until

any such

to

objection.

LXI.

Provided

also, that if the

amount of

any such valuation shall not be paid in manner
hereinafter

mentioned, within three calendar

months next,

after

the

enrolment

such enrolment shall be cancelled, and

If the amount
not paid in
three months,
the proceedings cancelled,
is

thereof, and

no

valuation

it shall

not be lawful for any such Slave, or for the

be

made

new
can
for

twelve months.

Protector of Slaves, on his or her behalf, again
to

institute

such proceedings as before-men-

tioned for his or her manumission, until the expiration of twelve calendar months, to be com-

puted from the date of such former valuation.

LXII. And
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In
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is

further ordered,

that in

the
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the

appraisers

making any such valuation

'are to take into

account

all

the

winch
they may think

the

aforesaid,

said appraisers or umpires as the case

^

may

be,

an(l

they are hereby required, to take

their

consideration the qualities
of the
^

slTveanYother sna U>
facts

as

.

Slave proposed to be manumitted, as well as

material!

his or her skill in

any domestic service or em-

ployment, or other labour whatsover, with any
other

facts

circumstances which,

or

the

in

opinion of such appraisers or umpire, ought to
influence their or his judgment, as to
to be paid

by such Slave

for his

the price

or her

manu-

mission.
If it is proved
to the satisfacof
the
tion
Judge that the
6

paid

hy
5

the

LXIII. Provided
<j

|

hy™ alleged
inter

made
nS

to purchase his freedom, the proceedings are to

further orshall

as aforesaid, it shall be

by, or on behalf of the

f the Slave

g er

owner or mana-

proposed to be manumitted,
.

the

with the intent that

Slav?

it is

any
J such valuation

same has been enrolled

acTired
donation
vivos

and

also,

that if after

erec

have been made as aforesaid, and before the

money

p

by such Slave

to be paid

as the

P r * ce °^ l" s or ner freedom, or any part of that
mone•y nas been acquired by such Slave by
J a
.

.

donation inter vivos,

.

made by any person

or

persons with the intent of enabling or assisting

such Slave to effect the purchase of his or her
freedom,

it

shall

be incumbent on such Judge

to stay the enrolment of such valuation until
shall

have inquired into the truth of such

he

alle-

gation, and if by any evidence given on oath,

before the said
his

satisfaction,

Judge

it

that the

be made out to
money about to be

shall

be paid by such Slave as the price of his or her

freedom, or any part of that money, has been
acquired by
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vivos,

made with

the intention of enabling or

assisting such Slave to

effect the

his or her freedom, then

and in every such case

the said

Judge

purchase of

shall order all further proceed-

ings to be stayed, but without prejudice to the

renewal by the said Slave, or by the said Protector of Slaves, on his or her behalf, of such

proceedings as aforesaid for the manumission
of such Slave at any future time and failing
any such proof as aforesaid, the said Judge
;

shall overrule

such objection to the proposed

manumission, and

shall order the valuation of

such Slave to be recorded in manner aforesaid.

LXIV.

Provided

also, that if at

any time

If it be proved that within
years the
Slave has committed any robowner or manager of the Slave proposed to be bery, the proceedings are to
manumitted, that such Slave hath, within five be stayed till
the end of that
years next preceding the date of the application,
term.

before the enrolment of any such valuation,

shall

made

it five

be alleged before the said Judge by the

to such

Judge on

his or her behalf for

such manumission, as aforesaid, committed any
robbery or theft, the said Judge
into the truth of such allegation,

shall

and

inquire

if it shall

be made to appear to him, by good and

suffi-

cient evidence on oath, that such Slave hath,

within the said term of five years, committed

any robbery or
he

is

theft, the said

bereby required

to

Judge

shall,

and

make an orderfor

staying such enrolment, as aforesaid, and there-

upon the same and

all

other proceedings for the

manumission of any such Slave
until the expiration
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shall

be stayed

of the full term of five
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years from the time of the commission of any

such theft or robbery.

LXV

JnTa/pay'to
the
Colonial
1 reasurer
the
price
of the
Slave in three

months

from

.

Supreme Court
which the
to

hereb y fUrth6r OTderea '

iS

Supreme Court of
„ ,
„
„
T ,.
,
Justice ot any such Colony, ot any such valua-

valuation,
ti
as
and enroll the
receipt in the tector

^aves

^

after the enrolment in the

the

after

ATld

'

tbat U p 0n or within three calendar months next,

e

aforesaid '

,

it s

h a H be lawful for the Pro-

of Slaves of such Colony, out of any
.

.

.

,

monies to be supplied to him for that purpose,

^

^e

pay

Slave proposed to be manumitted, to

to the Treasurer of

any such Colony the

appraised value of such Slave, taking a receipt
in writing from such Treasurer for every such

payment
Colony

and the Chief Civil Judge of such

;

shall

upon

him

application to

for that

purpose made by the said Protector of Slaves,

make an

order for the enrolment in the said

Supreme Court of Justice

of such receipt, and

the said Chief Judge shall by such Order, further proceed to declare and adjudge that the

Slave, by or on behalf of

hath been paid,

is

whom

such money

manumitted and free

;

and

such Slave shall thereupon be, and be deemed,
taken, and reputed to be free to

all

intents

and

purposes.
The Goverjfcha Table of
Fees lobe taken

on

this process.

LXVI. And

be

further ordered, that the

it

Governor of every such Colony
a Proclamation to be by
J

as aforesaid,

him issued

by

for that

_

purpose, shall establish a moderate and reasonable Table of

and incurred
aforesaid
all
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Fees and Expenses,
in

to

be paid

making such appraisements

as

and such fees and expenses shall in

cases be established at the lowest rate
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may be

consistent with the effective discharge

by

of the duties of such appraisers, and not

way

of poundage or per centage on the value

of the Slave

son

who

;

and any appraiser or other per-

shall

demand

or receive for any ser-

by him or her rendered,

vices

in or about

any

such appraisement, any greater or other fee,

sum

of money, advantage or emolument what-

than such as

soever,

be authorised by

shall

such Table, shall incur a penalty of not

less

than Five Pounds, nor more than Fifty Pounds,
in addition to the
fee,

amount of any such unlawful

sum of money, advantage

or

emolument

so

received.

LXVII. And

further ordered, that

it is

'

any such appraisement

as aforesaid, shall

if

have

Ill

been rendered necessary by any difference of burne.
opinion between the Protector of Slaves, and

the

Owner

or Owners, or Manager, respecting

the price to be paid for the Slave proposed to

be manumitted, the expense of such appraise-

ment

shall

to the
shall

be borne by the Slave, and be added

amount of the valuation,

if

such Slave

be appraised at a sum exceeding, or equal

the price

to

Owners

;

demanded by

or exceeding the

Owner

such

sum

offered

or

by the

Slave, or by the Protector on his or her behalf
as the price of his or her freedom

;

but

if

the

appraised value of such Slave shall be less than
the

price previously

Owner

or

demanded by

his

or her

Owners, then the expense of such

appraisement shall be wholly borne and defrayed by such
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or

Owners

;

and

in case
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any such appraisement

shall

have been ren-

dered necessary by any other cause than a

dif-

ference of opinion as to the price to be paid for
the manumission of the Slave, the expense of

the appraisement shall be equally divided be-

tween such Slave, and

his

Owner

or her

or

Owners.
How

the pur-

chase-money
to

LXVIII. And

it

is

further ordered, that

is

be invested

the money, to arise from the manumission of
'

when necessa

any Slave by virtue of the proceedings before
mentioned, shall remain in the hands of the
public Treasurer of such Colony, and shall bear
interest at

and after the rate of

£5

per cent,

per annum, and His Majesty's Revenue in every

such Colony

shall,

and

is

hereby declared to be

pledged and responsible for the due payment of
such principal money and interest

;

or shall in

the discretion of such Treasurer be invested in

the purchase in his

name

securities of Great Britain

of any public funds or

and Ireland

;

and the

Chief Civil Judge of any such Colony as aforeis hereby authorized upon ap-

said shall, and he
plication to

him

for that

rect that any such

purpose made, to di-

money be

laid out

and

in-

vested in the purchase of any other Slave or
Slaves, and the Slave or Slaves so to be pur-

chased

as

aforesaid, or

in

case of no

such

purchase being made, then the money in the

hands of the said Treasurer, and the interest
accruing on such money, or tbe public funds
of Great Britain and Ireland so to be pur-

chased as aforesaid, and the dividends payable
thereupon, shall be the property of the person
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or

who was

persons

or were

Owners of snch manumitted
be subject and

liable to all

the

Owner

or

Slave, and shall

such and the same

uses, trusts, limitations, conditions, mortgages,

demands of what nature or kind

claims, and

soever, as such Slave

was held upon, under or

subject unto at such time of his, her, or their

And

manumission.
hold the said

the said Treasurer shall

money and

the interest accruing

thereupon, or the said public funds and divi-

dends subject to such order as such Chief Judge

may upon

of any such Colony

a summary ap-

any person interested therein, and

plication of

upon notice

to

all

other

persons

therein, or their agents, see

fit

to

such principal money and interest

interested

make

shall

;

and

by such

Treasurer be paid and disposed of in pursuance
of and in obedience to any such Order.

LXIX. And

it is

hereby further ordered,
to

and may be lawful

for the

that

it

Civil

Judge of every such Colony

shall

to

make and

to

revoke and alter as occasion

all

such rules and orders as

for the regular

as aforesaid,

from time

prescribe, and

to

The Judge w
make all ne-

Chief cessary

time

rules

f theVooeedln & s on com ~

pulsory

manu-

may require, missions.
may be necessary

and proper exercise of the juris-

diction hereby in

him vested, and for regulating

the proceedings of

all

persons,

parties to or interested in

who may be

any question so de-

pending before him.

LXX. And

it

is

The
hereby
J further ordered,

a witness, or be deemed to be incompetent to
give evidence in any Court of Civil or Ci'imi-
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'of Slaves

that no person shall henceforth be rejected as
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nal Justice, or before any

Judge

or Magistrate,

or in any Civil or Criminal proceeding whatsover, in any of the said Colonies by

that such person

is

that the evidence of Slaves shall in

and

reason

in a state of Slavery,

for all purposes be admissible,

all

but

Courts

and be

re-

ceived in the said Colonies in the same manner,

and subject

to the

same regulations

dence of free persons
nothing herein

:

as the evi-

Provided always that

contained shall prevent

Court or Jury, Judge or Magistrate,
said

any

in the

Colonies respectively, from adverting to

the servile condition of any witness, or to the
relation in
to

which any such witness may stand

any other person, in estimating the degree

of credit which ought to be

attached to the

testimony of any such witness.

LXXI. And

Forfeiture of
Slaves on conviciion of the

that if any person or persons shall hereafter be

cruelty.

convicted in any of the said Colonies of having

it is

hereby
further ordered,
J

,

inflicted

or authorized

punishment

of,

any

illegal

and cruel

or of any cruelty towards any

Slave or Slaves to him, her, or them belonging,
it

shall

be in the discretion of the Court in

which any such conviction may be had, to declare the right

and interest of the person or

persons so convicted, in or to any such Slave
or Slaves, forfeited to His Majesty, in addition
to

any other punishment which may by law

be inflicted upon any such offender or offenders.

Provided always, that nothing herein

contained shall extend to deprive any person
or persons, other
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committing or authorizing- such offence, of any
such Slave or Slaves, or of any right,

or

title,

interest therein.

LXXII. And

it is

hereby
ordered, that no
*

Slave in any of the said Colonies shall be
,

to

'

i

i

-i

r

n

i

be punished tor preferring, and

any complaint

establish

_

The P™ 511 ment of Slaves
1'

liable making calum-

nious
railing to t ; ons .
f -t

against his,

/

accusa-

or her

owner, or manager, unless such complaint shall

have originated
motive

be

;

in

some malevolent or culpable

and, in any such case, such Slave shall

liable to

be punished under the authority

of any Court or Magistrate, in any such Colony,

upon proof being made,

in

a

summary way,

before such Court or Magistrate, that the complaint

was without foundation, and originated

in a malevolent or culpable motive.

LXXIII. And

it is

further ordered, that if

,

Prairies tot

falsifying

Ke-

any such Protector or Assistant Protector of cords.
Slaves as aforesaid, or other person or persons,
shall wilfully

and fraudulently make, or cause,

or procure to be made, any erasure or interli-

neation in any of the books, records, or returns

hereinbefore required to be kept and made, or
shall wilfully falsify

any such book, record, or

return, or shall wilfully make, or cause, or pro-

cure to be

made any

false entry in

any such

book, record, or return, or shall wilfully and
fraudulently destroy, burn, cancel, or obliterate

the same or any of them, or any part thereof,
the person so offending shall be and be
to

,i

,

that any person
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deemed

be guilty of a misdemeanour.

LXXIV. And

it is

hereby further ordered,

liii
who
shall commit any
-j.

>»

-

offence
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hereby declared to be a misdemeanour,
conviction, be subject to the

shall,

payment of a

on

fine

not less than £10, nor more than £500, or to

imprisonment for any time not

less

than one ca-

lendar month, nor more than twelve calendar

months, or to both
perjury™™

of

LXXV. And
person

and imprisonment.

fine

it is

hereby ordered, that any

taking any oath under, and in pursu-

ance of this order, who
swearing

shall

falsely, shall incur

be convicted of

and

suffer

punishment as by the law of the Colony,
such conviction shall take place,

in

such

which

may be inflicted

on any person guilty of wilful and corrupt perjuryThe Protector

authorized

to sue for pe-

LXXVI. And

hereby
further ordered,
J

it is

that the Protector of Slaves in each of the said

Colonies shall, and he

is

hereby authorized to

prosecute, sue for, and recover
forfeitures,

all

the fines,

and penalties which may be

in-

curred by any person under and by virtue of
this

Order, other than such as

may be

incurred

by such Protector himself; and that one-third
part of

may

all fines

and pecuniary penalties which

so be recovered shall accrue to

and be for

the benefit of the said Protector himself, and
the remaining two-third parts shall go to His

Majesty.
Recovery and
application
fiues.

of

LXXVII. And
that the

Governor

it is

hereby
further ordered,
"

for the

time being of each

of the said Colonies shall and he

is

hereby au-

thorized by Proclamations, to be by
that purpose

from time

him

for

to time issued, to pro-

vide and declare in what Courts, or before what
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Judges or Magistrates, every offence committed
or alleged to have been committed, against the
provisions of this present Order, shall be tried

and prosecuted and in what Courts, or before
what Judges or Magistrates such fines forfei;

tures,

and penalties as aforesaid, shall be pro-

secuted, sued for and recovered

manner

all

;

and

in

what

penalties incurred by any Protector

or Assistant Protector, shall be sued for, re-

covered and applied

;

and

to regulate the

man-

ner in which such Protector or assistant Protectors of Slaves of such
in

Colony

shall

proceed

executing the duties hereby imposed on them

in the defence of

any such accused Slaves, or

in the instituting

and conducting of any such

action,

criminal proceeding as

civil

suit or

is

herein mentioned, or in the prosecuting, suing
for,

and recovering any such

fines or forfeitures

and penalties as aforesaid, and

also to regulate

the manner in which actions shall be brought
by or against any Slaves in respect of any property which any such Slaves are hereby authorized to acquire and possess, all which provisions

and regulations of the said respective Go-

vernors shall be as nearly as

may be conforma-

ble to the laws and usages in force in the said

Colonies respectively.

LXXVIII. And
all
ii

•

ttns

fines
i

" fines t0
h
be recovered,
British sterling

1

n

shall

British sterling

it is

i

i

,

.

be taken to be so imposed

money; and

that the

amount o^er/"

JT

amount

is

mentioned

in

this

m

money, and bein tween the limits

of those fines of which only the least and the
greatest

A

further ordered,' that

and pecuniary penalties imposed by

r\
Order

Order,

ourt

6
the'

in

?.

its

discretion

to

determine

the

amount of the
iinc.
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shall

be determined by the discretion of the

same

Court before which the

shall

be re-

covered.
The GoverProclato
be
transmitted for
confirmation.

LXXIX. And

nor's

mation

that

all

it is

hereby further ordered,

Proclamations, Orders, and Rules of

Court, which the Governors and Judges of the
said Colonies are by this present

be consistent with

Order autho-

and

establish, shall

this present

Order, and not

rized to issue, promulgate,

repugnant thereto, and

shall

be transmitted by

every such Governor to one of His Majesty's
Principal Secretaries of State for His Majesty's

approbation

;

and

same

until the

shall

be

dis-

allowed by His Majesty, they shall have the

same force and
Avhich they

effect

LXXX.

The Protectors

are

to

make half yearly reports, as
the
condition
of receiving
their salaries.

within the

may have been

had formed part of

And

it

is

Colony in

published as if they

this present

Order.

hereby further ordered,

that the Protector of Slaves in each of the said

Colonies, shall on the

first

Monday next after
first Monday

the 25th of December, and on the

next after the 24th of June in each year, deliver to

the Governor for the time being of

such Colony, a written Report of the manner

which the duties of such his office have been
performed during the half year next preceding
the date of every such Report, and such Re-

in

ports shall be compiled in such furm as His

Majesty, through the Governor of each of the
said Colonies shall
for that

other

;

by any Proclamation to be

purpose issued, prescribe, and in none

and such Protector of Slaves shall make

Oath before such Governor that the
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said

Re-

Ill
port contains a true and accurate Statement of
the several matters and things therein referred
to

and when and so soon as any such Pro-

;

tector of Slaves shall have

made such

his half-

yearly Report, and shall in manner aforesaid

have been sworn

to the truth thereof,

then and

not before, the Governor of any such Colony
issue

shall
,

a warrant

Colony

to the

said Protector

of Slaves,

upon the Treasurer of the said

amount of

for the

his

salary

for the

half year next preceding the date of such

and such Governor

port,

required by the

first

shall

and

is

Re-

hereby

convenient opportunity, to

transmit every such Report as aforesaid to His

Majesty's Principal Secretary of State having
the Department of the Colonies.

LXXXI. And
i

i

i

clared,

that tor

it is

the

hereby ordered and de~
r

purpose of this present

Order, any person lawfully administering the

Government of any of the

said Colonies, shall

be deemed and taken to be the Governor thereof,

and that any person having the chief super-

intendence of the labour of any Slaves, whether
as

the owner thereof, or

otherwise, shall be

deemed and taken

to

be the manager of such

Slaves

all

Slaves employed in any

;

and, that

agricultural or

manufacturing labour at any

time between the 1st day of January and the

30th day of June, or between the 1st day of
July and the 31st day of December in any year,
shall,

during the whole of such half year, be

deemed and taken
that
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and

Governor of every such Colony, as
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aforesaid, shall, by proclamation to be by

him

for that purpose issued, determine the divisions

of such Colony, which

shall

be deemed and

taken to be districts thereof, for the purposes

and within the meaning of
The

putlica-

tion of tins Or-

der in the dif'

LXXII. And

it is

this

Order.

further ordered, that the

Governor of every such Colony as
shall,

within one

aforesaid,

calendar month next after

the present Order shall be received by him,

make known
Colony

the same by Proclamation in such

and that the said Order

;

shall

be in

force on the expiration of fourteen days next
after the date of such Proclamation, and not
before.

And
ray,

the Right Honourable Sir

George Mur-

one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries

of State,

is

to give the

necessary directions

herein according.

(Signed)

THE
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BULLER.

EjSD.

valty, red llon coukt, fleet street.
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